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IN  COMMEMORATION 

OF 

H.  L.  WATSON  WEMYSS,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.E. 

(1885-1933) 

WITH  THE  DEEPEST  GRATITUDE  THE  HARVEIAN 
SOCIETY  OF  EDINBURGH  PUBLISH  THIS  POST¬ 
HUMOUS  WORK  OF  THEIR  LATE  SECRETARY. 
IN  THIS  BOOK  HIS  MEMORY  WILL  EVER  LIVE. 


FOREWORD 


The  commemoration  of  departed  worth,  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  social  intercourse  among  medical  men, 
and  the  stimulation  of  rising  genius — such  was 
the  threefold  purpose  envisaged  by  the  founders 
of  the  Edinburgh  Harveian  Society. 

The  completion  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
of  activity  in  these  directions  is  perhaps  not  an 
inappropriate  point  in  the  history  of  the  Society 
at  which  to  attempt  to  gather  together  its  hitherto 
scattered  records,  and  to  present  them  in  a  concise 
form.  This  is  all  that  is  attempted  in  the  pages 
which  follow.  The  main  source  of  information 
has,  of  course,  been  the  Minutes  of  the  Society,  but 
much  additional  matter  of  interest  is  to  be  found 
in  old  medical  journals  and  in  many  of  the  Har¬ 
veian  Orations.  H.  L.  W.  W. 


The  Edinburgh  Harveian  Society,  which  has 
recently  celebrated  the  150th  anniversary  of  its 
foundation,  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  medical  social 
clubs  which  have  now  become  so  plentiful  in  the  city. 

During  the  eighteenth  century,  as  we  learn  from 
Chambers,1  Grant,2  and  Smith,3  non-medical  social 
clubs  abounded.  Some  of  these  possessed  a  most 
unsavoury  reputation,  while  in  others  the  proceed¬ 
ings  appear  to  have  been  conducted  with  perfect 
decorum.  It  is  likely  that  their  existence  led  to 
the  formation  of  similar  societies  among  members 
of  the  medical  profession. 

Smith,  indeed,  ascribes  the  dawn  of  medical 
clubs  in  Edinburgh  to  the  existence  of  the  ‘  Doctors 
of  the  Faculty  Club,’  a  body  whose  members  were 
purely  imaginary  physicians,  but  who  donned  wigs 
and  gowns  at  their  meetings. 

Further,  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  medical 
men  whose  names  appear  on  the  rolls  of  the  Aescu- 
lapian  and  Harveian  Societies  were  also  members 
of  one  or  other  of  the  non-medical  clubs.  Thus, 
we  know  that  Dr.  Andrew  Duncan,  the  founder 
of  both  these  Societies,  was  a  member,  or  rather 
a  Knight,  of  the  Club  known  as  4  The  Beggar’s 
Benison,’  4  for  it  is  recorded  in  the  Harveian  Minutes 

1  Chambers,  Traditions  of  Edinburgh. 

2  Grant,  Old  and  New  Edinburgh. 

3  Smith,  J.,  Scott.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journ.,  1898,  iii.  123. 

4  Omond  states  that  this  was  some  historical  tradition  associated  with 
the  East  Neuk  of  Fife,  from  which  Dr.  Duncan’s  ancestors  came.  Dr. 
Duncan  1  says  of  a  gentleman  named  Dishington,  the  Town  Clerk  of 
Crail,  that  he  was  ‘  one  of  those  choice  spirits  to  whom  the  world  is 
indebted  for  the  revival  of  that  most  ancient  order  of  Knighthood,  The 
Beggar’s  Benison ;  an  order  of  which  I  am  proud  to  say  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  being  one  of  the  Knights  Companions  for  many  years,’  and 
again,  that  he  (i.e.  Dishington)  was  ‘  no  less  respectable  by  the  dress  of 
his  head,  a  three-tailed  wig,  than  by  the  humorous  effusions  of  his 
brain.  It  is  in  general  believed,  that  he  afforded  no  small  assistance  to 
the  renowned  Sir  John  Macnaughton,  long  Sovereign  of  the  Beggar’s 
Benison,  in  reviving  that  most  ancient  order  of  Knighthood.’ 


1  Miscellaneous  Poems,  by  Andrew  Duncan,  Edinburgh,  18x8. 
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that  he  was  challenged  to  produce  his  diploma 
as  a  Knight  of  this  body,  and  that  he  duly  did  so 
in  1813,  thereby  winning  his  bet,  a  bottle  of  rum, 
against  Dr.  Home.  It  is,  therefore,  easy  to  under¬ 
stand  that  such  medical  members  of  non-medical 
clubs  might  wish  to  originate  festive  societies  of 
a  similar  kind,  but  confined  to  members  of  their 
own  profession. 

It  was  under  such  circumstances  that  medical 
clubs  of  a  purely  social  kind  came  into  being  in 
Edinburgh  in  the  eighteenth  century,  the  Celsian, 
Galenian,  Aesculapian,  and  Harveian  Societies 
being  formed. 

The  Edinburgh  Harveian  Society  was  founded  in 
1782,  and  as  Omond  1  points  out,  it  was,  at  its 
inception,  closely  bound  up  with  the  Aesculapian, 
which  had  been  founded  in  1773.  The  latter 
Society  had  instituted  an  annual  prize  for  an  essay 
on  some  scientific  subject,  but  being  a  small  Society, 
the  expense  of  the  prize  (five  guineas)  was  found  to 
press  somewhat  heavily  on  the  members,  and  the 
idea  of  forming  another  Society  with  a  wider 
membership  was  mooted.  This  led  to  the  Har¬ 
veian  Society  being  definitely  launched  in  1782, 
although  one  or  two  Harveian  Orations  had  been 
delivered  before  this  date,  while  several  essays  had 
been  presented  and  prizes  had  been  bestowed  on 
the  successful  candidates.  The  first  Meeting  was 
arranged  by  Dr.  Andrew  Duncan,  senr.,  who  was 
destined  to  play  such  an  important  part  in  the 
activities  of  the  Society  until  his  death  forty-six 
years  later. 

No  record  of  the  Harveian  Society  would  be 
complete  without  some  mention  of  this  remarkable 
man.  He  not  only  founded  the  Aesculapian  and 
Harveian  Societies,  but  also  the  Royal  Public 

1  Omond,  R.,  Edin.  Med.  Journ.,  1874,  N.S.,  xx.  part  i.  97. 


Dispensary,  the  Edinburgh  Lunatic  Asylum  (now 
the  Royal  Edinburgh  Hospital  for  Mental  Diseases), 
and  the  Royal  Caledonian  Horticultural  Society. 
He  founded,  and  was  an  enthusiastic  member  of, 
the  Gymnastic  Society,  and  gained  more  honours 
for  his  prowess  in  various  sports  than  any  other 
member. 

He  was  the  real  founder  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical 
Journal,  for  from  1773  to  1795  he  undertook  the 
publication  of  a  periodical  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  Medical  Commentaries.  By  the  latter  date 
this  had  extended  to  twenty  octavo  volumes. 
This  publication  was  afterwards  continued  by 
him  until  1804  under  the  name  of  Annals  of 
Medicine ,  eight  more  volumes  being  added  during 
this  period.  Subsequent  to  1804  Dr.  Duncan 
ceased  to  conduct  the  work,  which,  again  changing 
its  name,  became  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

Apart  from  these  manifold  activities.  Dr.  Duncan 
was  one  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  his 
time.  He  was  the  first  Physician  to  the  King  in 
Scotland,  twice  President  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  and  became  Professor  of  the  Theory 
of  Medicine  in  succession  to  Dr,  James  Gregory  on 
the  occasion  of  the  translation  of  the  latter  to  the 
Chair  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  which  had  fallen 
vacant  through  Dr.  Cullen's  resignation. 

He  carried  on  his  lectures  when  in  advanced  age, 
and  regularly  ascended  Arthur’s  Seat  every  year  on 
the  1  st  May  till  he  was  well  over  eighty. 

He  was  the  first  President  of  the  Harveian 
Society,  and  thereafter  acted  as  one  of  its  Secretaries 
for  forty-six  years. 

That  he  was  greatly  beloved  by  the  Harveians 
of  his  generation  is  evidenced  by  the  frequent 
references  made  to  him  in  several  Harveian  Odes, 
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and  especially  by  the  following  extract  from  the 
Minutes : — 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  a  Meeting  held 
at  Barry’s  Hotel  on  13th  Nov.  1828. 

Agreed  that  this  meeting  do  enter  on  the  Minutes 
the  expression  of  their  deep  respect  and  veneration  for 
the  memory  of  Dr.  Duncan,  senr.,  founder  and  first 
President  of  the  Society,  and  for  forty-six  years  its 
Secretary. 

That,  in  looking  back  upon  the  long  life  of  the  vener¬ 
able  founder  of  the  Society,  this  meeting  rejoices  to 
contemplate  it  as  a  series  of  acts  of  benevolence  and 
usefulness,  and  if,  in  this  age  of  professional  enterprise 
and  discovery.  Dr.  Duncan  may  be  thought  to  have  done 
less  for  the  interests  of  Science  than  some  of  his  con¬ 
temporaries,  they  hesitate  not  to  assert  that  he  has  done 
more  than  all  of  them  put  together  to  promote  that 
kindly  feeling  and  generous  reciprocity  of  good  offices 
which  ought  always  to  subsist  among  the  members  of  a 
liberal  profession. 

That  the  meeting  have  much  pleasure  in  reflecting 
that  the  consciousness  of  having  done  so  shed  a  halo  of 
delight  around  the  evening  of  his  days,  and  that  his  sun, 
like  that  of  Harvey,  went  down  in  peace. 


The  success  of  the  Society  in  its  early  years  was 
somewhat  jeopardised  by  the  formation  of  the 
Gymnastic  Society  in  1786,  most  of  whose  mem¬ 
bers  were  Harveians,  and  who  suddenly  became 
seized  with  the  desire  to  cultivate  physical  fitness 
and  to  vie  with  one  another  at  golf,  swimming, 
and  other  outdoor  sports.  This  Society  only 
lasted  for  about  twenty-five  years,  but  at  one 
time  its  popularity  certainly  detracted  from  the 
success  of  the  Harveian,  the  meetings  of  the 
latter  being  relatively  poorly  attended  during  this 
period. 
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The  first  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  on  the 
1 2th  April  1782,  being  the  anniversary  of  Harvey’s 
birthday  (New  Style). 

There  were  twenty-three  original  Members,  and 
the  following  account  of  the  proceedings  is 
recorded : — 


Present  at  the  first  Meeting  : 

Dr.  James  Hamilton. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bell. 

Dr.  Charles  Webster. 

Mr.  Alex.  Wood. 

Mr.  William  Chalmer. 

Mr.  Alex.  Hamilton. 

Mr.  Colin  Lauder. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hay. 

Mr.  William  Anderson. 

Dr.  Daniel  Rutherford. 

Mr.  William  Inglis. 

Mr.  James  Gibson. 

Dr.  Nathan  Spens. 

Dr.  Andrew  Wardrop. 

Mr.  Andrew  Wood. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wood. 

Dr.  Alex.  Monro. 

Dr.  Robert  Walker. 

Dr.  Andrew  Duncan. 

Apologies  from 

Dr.  William  Grieve. 

Dr.  Robert  Langlands. 

Mr.  Forrest  Dewar. 

Dr.  James  Hay. 

Dr.  Duncan  observed  that  he  had  taken  the  liberty 
of  calling  them  together  with  a  view  of  establishing  an 
Annual  Festival  in  honour  of  deceased  Medical  Worthies, 
particularly  of  Dr.  Harvey,  the  discoverer  of  the  circula¬ 
tion  of  the  blood. 
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He  then  proposed  the  following  Regulations,  which 
were  unanimously  agreed  to  : — 

1 .  The  Members  of  this  Society,  hereafter  to  be  named 
the  Circulation  or  Harveian  Club,  shall  dine  to¬ 
gether  annually  on  the  12th  of  April,  the  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  birthday  of  Dr.  Harvey,  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  discovery  of  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  by  the  circulation  of  the  glass. 

2.  Each  Member,  whether  present  or  absent,  shall  be 
charged  annually  with  six  shillings,  for  defraying 
the  expence  of  the  Meeting.  This  money  shall  be 
collected  before  dinner,  and  if  any  further  expence 
be  incurred,  it  shall  be  defrayed  by  those  who 
remain  after  the  money  collected  at  first  has  been 
expended. 

3.  After  such  general  toasts  as  the  President  shall 
think  proper,  the  first  round  of  toasts  shall  be  to 
the  memory  of  different  deceased  Medical  Worthies. 

4.  The  first  President  shall  be  named  by  the  majority 
of  the  Meeting,  and  before  he  leaves  the  Chair,  he 
shall  name  a  successor,  whom  failing  he  shall 
officiate  again. 

5 .  The  President  may  bring  as  visitors  to  the  Annual 
Meeting  any  practitioners  in  Medicine  usually 
resident  in  other  places,  who  happen  to  be  acci¬ 
dentally  in  Edinburgh.  But  no  Edinburgh  prac¬ 
titioner  shall  be  admitted  as  a  visitor,  and  the 
number  of  visitors  shall  never  exceed  six. 

6.  Those  gentlemen  who  wish  to  become  Members 
of  the  Circulation  Club  must  be  proposed  at  the 
Meeting  of  the  Aesculapian  in  April  or  of  the 
Dissipation  Club  in  March.  And  the  fate  of  the 
proposal  shall  be  immediately  determined  by  ballot, 
a  majority  being  sufficient  for  admission. 

7.  No  one  shall  be  elected  a  Member  who  does  not 
belong  either  to  the  College  of  Physicians  or 
Surgeons. 

After  the  Regulations  were  read  and  agreed  to.  Dr. 
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WILLIAM  HARVEY 

From  the  Original  in  the  Aberdeen  Medico-Ghirurgical  Society. 


Duncan  was  unanimously  appointed  President  for  the 
first  Meeting  and  Secretary  for  life. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Meeting,  Dr.  Duncan  drank 
to  the  health  of  Mr.  Alexander  Wood  as  his  successor 
in  office.  And  Mr.  Wood  nominated  Mr.  Thomas  Hay 
his  depute  and  assistant. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  name  of  the  Society 
was  the  Circulation  or  Harveian  Club.  There  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  former  name  was  chiefly 
used  at  this  time.  It  was  dropped  at  a  later  date 
when  the  Laws  were  revised. 

At  the  second  Meeting  of  the  Society,  in  1783,  it 
was  agreed — 

1.  That  all  Members  hereafter  admitted  into  the 
Society  shall  all  be  elected  by  the  Society,  annually, 
on  the  1 2th  March  at  1 2  o’clock  noon. 

2.  That  the  Club  be  limited  to  Thirty  Members. 

3 .  That  at  the  Election  Meeting  five  shall  be  a  quorum, 
and  two  negatives  shall  reject  any  candidate. 

4.  That  Dr.  Webster  shall  be  appointed  Joint- 
Secretary  of  the  Society  with  Dr.  Duncan. 

At  this  Meeting  also  we  find  the  first  mention 
of  a  bet  at  dinner : — 

Dr.  Wardrop  bets  two  magnums  of  claret  against 
Mr.  Hay,  to  be  converted  into  port  at  the  option  of  the 
Club,  that  he  (Dr.  Wardrop)  shall  produce  evidence  of 
his  having  been  a  pupil  at  Dr.  Monro’s  class  in  October 
i-jG-j. 

Bets  of  this  kind  were  much  favoured,  and  were, 
indeed,  essential  for  the  satisfactory  alleviation  of 
the  thirst  of  the  early  Harveians,  for  the  small  sum 
charged  for  the  dinner  did  not  go  far  in  this 
direction. 

During  Dr.  Duncan’s  life  only  minor  alterations 
were  made  in  the  original  Laws.  In  1791  the 
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cost  of  the  Festival  was  raised  from  six  to  eight 
shillings,  and  in  1796  it  was  resolved  that  any 
Member  absent  from  two  successive  Annual  Meet¬ 
ings  shall  be  considered  as  no  longer  belonging  to 
the  Club. 

In  1822  it  was  agreed  that  any  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  or  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  might  be  brought  as  a  guest,  on  payment 
of  six  shillings. 

In  1828  a  sub-committee  consisting  of  Drs. 
Hamilton,  Huie,  and  Moncrieff  was  appointed  ‘  to 
revise  the  original  Laws  and  subsequent  Minutes, 
and  to  lay  before  next  Meeting  the  Code  of  Laws  as 
they  at  present  exist,  and  also  to  offer  such  sugges¬ 
tions  and  alterations  which  they  may  deem  ex¬ 
pedient.5 

As  the  result  of  this,  the  new  Code  of  Laws 
drawn  up  by  the  sub-committee  was  presented  to 
the  Society  in  1829  and  approved  of.  The  new 
Laws  were  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  name  of  the  Society  shall  be  The  Harveian 
Society  of  Edinburgh. 

2.  The  Office-Bearers  shall  consist  of  an  annual 
President  and  Vice-President,  a  Treasurer  and  two 
Secretaries. 

3.  No  one  shall  be  elected  a  Member  who  does  not 
belong  either  to  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
or  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh. 

4.  The  number  of  Members  shall  be  limited  to 
thirty-five. 

5.  The  Members  of  the  Society  shall  dine  together 
annually  on  the  12th  April,  the  anniversary  of  the 
birthday  of  Dr.  Harvey,  to  commemorate  the 
discovery  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood. 

6.  The  annual  President  shall  either  give  or  find  a 
discourse,  to  be  read  immediately  before  dinner, 
as  the  Harveian  Oration  for  the  year. 
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7-  The  Vice-President  of  the  year  shall  name  his 
successor,  and  shall  preside  himself  at  the  ensuing 
Meeting. 

8.  Any  Member  who  is  absent  from  two  successive 
Meetings,  without  sending  an  excuse,  shall  be 
considered  as  no  longer  belonging  to  the  Society. 

9.  Any  Member  may  bring  a  visitor  with  him  to  the 
annual  dinner,  on  communicating  his  intention 
to  the  President,  and  paying  the  same  sum  for  the 
visitor’s  ticket  which  he  pays  for  his  own. 

10.  Each  Member  shall  be  charged  annually  with  six 
shillings,  for  defraying  the  necessary  expenses  : 
this  money  shall  be  collected  by  a  person  author¬ 
ised  to  receive  the  same  a  few  days  after  the  cards 
are  issued  for  the  Annual  Festival. 

1 1 .  The  Members  who  are  present  at  the  dinner  shall 
pay  their  share  of  any  additional  expense. 

12.  A  Business  Meeting  shall  be  held  annually  on  the 
1 2th  March,  at  which  all  proposals  for  the  admis¬ 
sion  of  Members  shall  be  considered  and  decided  : 
five  to  be  a  quorum,  and  the  election  to  be 
unanimous. 

13.  The  subject  of  the  Prize  Essay  shall  be  proposed 
by  the  Office-Bearers  to  the  Business  Meeting  in 
March,  and  shall  be  forthwith  advertised  in  the 
medical  journals. 

14.  Candidates  shall  lodge  their  essays  with  the 
Secretaries  on  or  before  the  1st  of  January  ensuing. 

1 5 .  The  Office-Bearers  for  the  time  being  shall  decide 
the  comparative  merits  of  the  essays,  and  shall 
report  to  the  Meeting  in  March. 

16.  The  prize  shall  be  a  copy  of  Harvey’s  works,  or  a 
silver  medal  of  same  value,  at  the  option  of  the 
candidate. 

17.  The  successful  candidate  shall  be  invited  as  a 
visitor  at  the  Annual  Festival,  and  the  prize  shall 
be  presented  to  him  by  the  President  after  the 
Harveian  Oration  is  read. 
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In  1831  the  following  motion  was  unanimously 
agreed  to  : — 4  That,  as  much  inconvenience  has 
arisen  from  the  non-attendance  of  Members  at  the 
Business  Meeting  in  March,  a  fine  of  one  shilling 
shall  in  future  be  levied  from  all  those  who  are 
absent,  the  proceeds  to  be  added  to  the  general  fund 
for  defraying  the  annual  dinner  bill  and  the  other 
expenses  of  the  Society/ 

This  fine  is  no  longer  exacted. 

An  important  alteration  was  made  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  year,  viz.  1832,  a  motion  being  passed  4  that, 
as  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  the 
number  of  Members  should  be  limited  to  thirty- 
five,  all  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  shall  henceforth  be  eligible,  provided 
they  pass  the  ordeal  of  the  ballot  box/ 

The  following  motion  was  also  passed  at  the 
same  time  : — 4  That  the  admission  to  the  Society 
be  open  to  the  medical  officers  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
and  East  India  Company’s  service,  provided  they 
pass  the  ordeal  of  the  ballot  box,  and  are  per¬ 
manently  resident  in  Edinburgh  or  its  vicinity/ 

In  1833  it  was  agreed  that  4  the  number  of 
Members  being  now  unlimited,  two  black  balls 
shall  be  necessary  to  exclude  a  candidate,  provided 
the  number  balloting  exceed  ten/ 

The  Laws  of  the  Society  were  again  revised  in 
1839  by  a  committee  consisting  of  Dr.  Christison, 
Sir  George  Ballingall,  Dr.  Huie,  Dr.  Lewins, 
Dr.  Simson,  Mr.  Cockburn,  and  Dr.  Handyside, 
and  when  finally  adjusted,  read  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  name  of  the  Society  shall  be  The  Harveian 
Society  of  Edinburgh. 

2.  The  Objects  of  the  Society  shall  be  threefold,  viz. 
to  commemorate  the  discovery  of  the  circulation 
of  the  blood,  to  cherish  a  kindly  feeling  among 
members  of  the  Medical  profession,  and  to  foster 


10 


a  spirit  of  experimental  enquiry  among  the  students 
at  this  School  of  Medicine. 

3.  The  Society  shall  endeavour  to  accomplish  the  first 
and  second  of  these  objects  by  dining  together 
annually  on  the  twelfth  of  April,  the  birthday  of 
the  illustrious  Harvey  :  and  the  third  by  bestow¬ 
ing  an  Annual  Prize  on  the  author  of  the  best 
essay  on  a  subject  announced  by  the  Society, 
which  subject  shall,  as  often  as  possible,  be  of  an 
experimental  nature. 

4.  No  person,  resident  in  Edinburgh,  shall  be  ad¬ 
mitted  a  Member  of  the  Society,  who  is  not  a 
Fellow  either  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
or  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  unless  he  be, 
or  have  been,  a  Medical  Officer  in  some  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Public  Service.  But  Graduates  in 
Medicine,  or  Licentiates  in  Surgery,  resident  in 
the  country,  may  be  admitted. 

5.  A  Business  Meeting  shall  be  held  annually  on  the 
second  Saturday  of  March,  at  which  all  proposals 
for  the  admission  of  Members  shall  be  considered 
and  decided,  and  ten  Members  shall  constitute  a 
quorum. 

6.  Members  shall  be  admitted  by  ballot  only,  and  the 
affirmative  votes  of  three-fourths  of  the  Members 
balloting  shall  be  required  for  the  admission  of  a 
candidate. 

7.  The  number  of  Members  shall  be  unlimited,  except 
in  so  far  as  the  previous  restrictions  apply. 

8.  The  Office-Bearers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of 
a  President  and  Vice-President,  a  Treasurer  and 
two  Secretaries  :  and  these  (with  two  Ordinary 
Members  annually  elected)  shall  constitute  the 
Council  of  the  Society. 

9.  The  subject  for  the  Prize  Essay  shall  be  proposed 
by  the  Council  to  the  General  Business  Meeting 
in  March,  and,  if  approved  of,  shall  be  forthwith 
advertised  in  the  Medical  Journals  and  so  forth. 

10.  Candidates  shall  be  required  to  lodge  their  essays 
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with  the  Secretaries  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
January  following. 

11.  The  Council  shall  decide  on  the  comparative 
merits  of  the  essays,  and  shall  report  to  the 
ensuing  General  Meeting. 

12.  The  prize  shall  be  an  elegant  silver  medal  with  a 
suitable  inscription. 

13.  No  candidate  who  has  once  gained  the  Society’s 
prize  shall  be  allowed  to  compete  a  second  time. 

14.  Each  Member  of  the  Society  shall  pay  an  Annual 
Subscription  of  Five  Shillings,  for  defraying  the 
necessary  expenses.  This  money  shall  be  col¬ 
lected  by  a  person  authorised  to  receive  the  same, 
a  few  days  after  the  cards  are  issued  for  the 
Annual  Festival  in  April. 

1 5 .  The  Members  who  are  present  at  the  Festival  shall 
pay  their  share  of  any  additional  expense. 

16.  All  Members  who  are  absent  from  the  Business 
Meeting  in  March  shall  incur  a  fine  of  One  Shilling. 
From  this  fine  there  shall  be  no  exemption. 

17.  The  President  shall  deliver  a  discourse  at  the 
Annual  Festival  in  April,  as  the  Harveian  Oration 
for  the  year.  This  service  may,  however,  be  per¬ 
formed  by  deputy. 

18.  In  the  absence  of  the  President  for  the  year,  the 
President  of  the  previous  year  shall  preside  at  the 
Meetings  of  the  Society. 

19.  The  Vice-President  for  the  year  shall  enter  on  the 
office  of  President  immediately  after  the  Annual 
Festival  in  April,  at  which  he  shall,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Council,  nominate  his  own 
successor  in  the  Vice-President’s  Chair. 

20.  At  the  Business  Meeting  in  March  two  ordinary 
Members  of  the  Society  shall  be  chosen,  by 
signed  fists,  to  act  as  Councillors.  Any  vacancy 
which  may  occur  in  the  office  of  Treasurer  or 
Secretary  shall  also  be  filled  up  at  a  General 
Meeting  of  the  Club. 
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21.  Any  Member  of  the  Society  may  introduce  one 
guest  to  the  Annual  Festival,  on  communicating 
his  intention  to  the  Secretaries,  and  paying  the 
same  sum  for  his  friend’s  entertainment  which  he 
pays  for  his  own. 

22.  The  successful  candidate  for  the  Society’s  prize 
shall  be  invited  as  a  guest  to  the  Annual  Festival, 
and  the  Medal  shall  be  presented  to  him  by  the 
President  after  the  Harveian  Oration  has  been 
declared. 

2  3 .  Any  Member  declining  to  comply  with  these  Laws 
shall  be  held  to  have  relinquished  his  connexion 
with  the  Society. 

In  1844  the  last  sentence  of  Law  16  was 
amended  so  as  to  read  : — c  From  this  fine  there  shall 
be  an  exemption  in  favour  of  those  Members  who 
reside  more  than  three  miles  from  town.’ 

In  1857  there  was  a  proposal  to  alter  the  Law  of 
eligibility  of  candidates  for  admission  into  the 
Society,  so  as  to  include  Fellows  of  the  Royal 
Society,  and  the  Society  agreed  to  allow  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  any  Member  of  the  Royal  Society  who 
holds  a  Diploma,  although  he  may  not  be  a  Fellow 
of  the  College  of  Surgeons. 

During  the  next  few  years,  certain  changes  were 
made  in  the  Laws  governing  the  award  of  the 
Harveian  Prize;  these  will  be  referred  to  later. 

In  1873  a  committee  consisting  of  Dr.  Omond 
and  the  two  Secretaries  was  appointed  to  revise 
the  Laws,  prepare  a  list  of  Members,  and  report  to 
the  Society.  The  Laws,  thus  revised,  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Business  Meeting  of  the  Society  in 
1875,  and  were  ordered  to  be  printed  along  with 
a  list  of  Presidents  and  Members. 

These  Laws,  here  appended,  are,  strictly  speak¬ 
ing,  still  in  force  to-day,  and  urgently  call  for 
revision,  as  some  are  inapplicable  to  the  conditions 
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of  the  present  time,  and  all  require  to  be  brought 
into  line  with  the  modern  conduct  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Society. 

1.  The  Name  of  the  Society  shall  be  The  Harveian 
Society  of  Edinburgh. 

2.  The  Objects  of  the  Society  shall  be  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  discovery  of  the  Circulation  of  the 
Blood,  and  to  cherish  a  kindly  feeling  among  the 
members  of  the  Medical  profession. 

3.  The  Society  shall  endeavour  to  accomplish  these 
objects  by  dining  together  annually  on  the  12th  of 
April,  the  Birthday  of  the  illustrious  Harvey  :  and 
in  any  other  way  the  Society  shall  see  fit. 

4.  No  person,  resident  in  Edinburgh,  shall  be  ad¬ 
mitted  a  Member  of  the  Society,  who  is  not  a 
Fellow  either  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
or  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  or  a  Graduate 
in  Medicine  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  : 
unless  he  be,  or  have  been,  a  Medical  Officer  in 
some  department  of  the  Public  Service.  But 
Graduates  in  Medicine,  or  Licentiates  in  Medicine 
or  Surgery,  resident  in  the  country,  may  be 
admitted. 

5.  A  Business  Meeting  shall  be  held  annually  in 
March,  at  which  all  proposals  for  the  admission 
of  Members  shall  be  considered  and  decided  :  and 
ten  Members  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

6.  Members  shall  be  admitted  by  ballot  only  :  and 
the  affirmative  votes  of  three-fourths  of  the 
Members  balloting  shall  be  required  for  the 
admission  of  a  candidate. 

7.  The  number  of  Members  shall  be  unlimited. 

8.  The  Office-Bearers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of 
a  President,  Vice-President,  and  two  Secretaries 
elected  annually  :  and  these  shall  constitute  the 
Council  of  the  Society. 

9.  Each  Member  of  the  Society  shall  pay  an  Annual 
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Subscription  of  Five  Shillings,  for  defraying  the 
necessary  expenses. 

10.  The  Members  who  are  present  at  the  Festival 
shall  pay  their  share  of  any  additional  expense. 

11.  The  President  shall  deliver  a  discourse  at  the 
Annual  Festival  in  April,  as  the  Harveian  Oration 
for  the  year.  This  service  may,  however,  be 
performed  by  deputy. 

12.  In  the  absence  of  the  President  for  the  year,  the 
President  of  the  previous  year  shall  preside  at  the 
Meetings  of  the  Society. 

13.  The  Vice-President  for  the  year  shall  enter  upon 
the  office  of  President  immediately  after  the  Annual 
Festival  in  April,  at  which  he  shall  (with  the 
concurrence  of  the  other  Office-Bearers)  nominate 
his  own  successor  in  the  Vice-President’s  Chair. 

14.  Any  vacancy  which  may  occur  in  the  office  of 
Secretary  shall  be  filled  up  at  a  General  Meeting 
of  the  Society. 

15.  Any  Member  of  the  Society  may  introduce  one 
guest  to  the  Annual  Festival,  on  communicating 
his  intention  to  the  Secretaries,  and  paying  the 
same  sum  for  his  friend’s  entertainment  which  he 
pays  for  his  own. 

16.  Any  Member  who  has  been  absent  from  three 
Annual  Meetings,  and  has  neglected  to  pay  his 
Annual  Subscriptions  after  being  reminded  of 
them,  shall  be  held  to  have,  of  his  own  accord, 
relinquished  his  connection  with  the  Society. 
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PRIZE  ESSAYS 


The  first  mention  in  the  Minutes  of  Prize  Essays 
occurs  in  1801,  where  we  read  that  Dr.  Hope, 
Dr.  Brown,  and  Dr.  Duncan,  senr.,  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  propose  five  prize  questions  as  the 
subjects  of  experimental  enquiry  for  the  first  five 
years  of  the  nineteenth  century.  In  the  following 
year  the  Secretary  reported  that  prize  questions  had 
been  proposed  regarding  various  kinds  of  gas,  but 
that  no  dissertations  had  been  given  in. 

As  has  been  previously  indicated,  however,  an 
annual  prize  for  an  essay  on  some  scientific  subject 
had  been  awarded  by  the  Aesculapian  Society  in 
I777*  This  appears  to  have  been  known  as  the 
Harveian  Prize,  and  a  record  of  the  subjects  of  the 
essays  from  1777  to  1787  is  appended  to  the  first 
book  of  Minutes  of  the  Harveian  Society. 

The  period  of  greatest  activity  of  the  Society 
in  this  direction  began  in  1821  and  continued  till 
1843,  after  which  the  annual  advertisement  failed 
to  attract  competitors,  and  the  practice  was  even¬ 
tually  dropped  altogether  in  1864. 

The  prize  was  open  to  students  of  Medicine, 
and,  as  is  pointed  out  by  Omond,  the  increasing 
number  of  classes,  as  well  as  the  increasing  com¬ 
petition  among  teachers  who  offered  prizes  them¬ 
selves,  began  towards  the  middle  of  last  century 
to  prove  potent  causes  of  the  decline  in  popu¬ 
larity  which  the  Harveian  Prize  suffered.  There 
is,  however,  no  doubt  that,  at  the  time  when  the 
prize  was  being  regularly  awarded,  the  honour  of 
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being  the  Harveian  Prizeman  of  the  year  was  eagerly 
sought  after,  and  the  scheme  promoted  by  the 
Society  was  certainly  of  considerable  value  when 
other  prizes  hardly  existed. 

Until  1829  the  Harveian  Prize  was  always  £a 
quarto  edition  of  Dr.  Harvey’s  works,  published 
by  the  College  of  Physicians  of  London.’  In  that 
year  it  was  decided  that  the  prize  should  be,  either 
a  copy  of  Harvey’s  works  or  a  silver  medal  of 
equal  value.  In  1839  it  was  laid  down  that  the 
prize  should  be  an  elegant  silver  medal  with  a 
suitable  inscription. 

The  winner  of  the  prize  was  always  invited  to 
the  Annual  Festival,  and  the  prize  presented  to 
him  there.  This  presentation  appears  to  have 
been  made  with  a  certain  amount  of  ceremony, 
a  short  address  of  laudatory  kind  being  given  by 
the  President.  We  also  read,  for  example,  in  1783, 

‘  that  the  prize  was  publicly  presented  in  the  Hall 
of  the  Dispensary  of  Edinburgh  in  presence  of  a 
large  and  respectable  company.’ 

When  competition  for  this  annual  prize  began 
to  flag,  various  attempts  were  made  to  keep  the 
scheme  in  being.  Thus  we  read  that  in  1846 
it  was  proposed,  but  negatived,  that  the  com¬ 
petition  for  the  Harveian  Prize  should  be  open 
to  young  practitioners.  At  the  same  time  it  was 
proposed  that  a  second  prize  should  be  offered 
annually  by  the  Society  for  an  essay,  on  a  subject 
of  their  own  selection,  to  medical  men  who  were 
Edinburgh  graduates  of  not  more  than  ten  years’ 
standing.  In  the  following  year  this  was  agreed  to. 

Further,  at  the  same  Meeting,  we  learn  that  ‘  the 
Council  resolved  to  recommend  to  the  Society  to 
announce  two  subjects  annually  for  their  Prac¬ 
titioners’  Prize,  one  of  these  to  be  for  the  year 
immediately  ensuing,  and  the  other  for  the  year 


subsequent  thereto,  in  order  that  ample  time  may 
be  given  to  the  Candidates  to  prepare  their  papers.  ' 
With  the  same  view  the  Meeting  resolved  to 
recommend  to  the  Society  that  the  Candidates 
for  the  first  of  these  prizes  should  not  be  required 
to  give  in  their  essays  before  the  ist  October 
1848,  the  prize  to  be  awarded  in  the  following 
spring.  Another  advantage  resulting  from  this 
arrangement  will  be  that  the  labour  of  the  Council 
in  examining  the  essays  will  be  lightened,  as  the 
Students’  essays  are  lodged  on  the  ist  January 
annually,  and  necessarily  occupy  considerable  time 
in  the  perusal. 

It  was  decided  that  the  subjects  for  the  Prac¬ 
titioners’  Prizes  should  be  : — for  1 849, ‘  The  physio¬ 
logical  and  pathological  effects  of  alcoholic  liquors 
on  the  human  body,’  and  for  1850,  ‘  The  anatomy, 
physiology,  and  pathology  of  menstruation.’ 

No  essays  were  received  for  either  prize,  and 
in  1 849  the  Council  recommended  that  the  Students’ 
Prize  should  be  raised  to  the  value  of  ten  guineas, 
being  either  a  gold  medal,  books,  or  instruments. 

After  the  decision  in  1865  to  discontinue  the 
advertising  of  prizes,  the  idea  of  instituting  lectures 
on  selected  subjects,  two  or  three  in  number,  to 
be  delivered  in  March  or  April  in  connection  with 
the  Harveian  Meetings,  was  mooted.  This  was 
referred  to  a  committee,  who  reported  in  favour 
of  preparing,  with  a  view  to  publication,  a  series 
of  biographical  notices  of  distinguished  members 
of  the  medical  profession.  This  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  matter  referred  to  a  committee  in  order 
that  the  probable  expenditure  might  be  ascer¬ 
tained. 

A  report  was  made  in  1867  and  approved,  but 
referred  back  to  a  committee  for  further  enquiry. 
In  1868  the  Committee  recommended  the  collection 
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of  a  fund  to  meet  any  contemplated  outlay  for 
printing. 

Nothing  seems  to  have  come  of  this,  and  with 
these  expiring  efforts  this  phase  of  the  Society’s 
activities  came  to  an  end. 

PRIZE  ESSAYS 

List  of  Essays  and  Successful  Candidates 

1777  On  the  best  criterion  for  distinguishing  Matter 
from  Mucus  as  discharged  by  expectoration. 

Mr.  Charles  Darwin  from  Lichfield. 

1778  An  enquiry  into  the  cause  of  the  red  colour  of 
the  blood. 

Dr.  Edward  Stevens  from  St.  Croix. 

1 779  An  experimental  enquiry  concerning  the  nature 
and  properties  of  the  coagulable  lymph  or 
gluten  of  the  blood. 

Dr.  Arthur  Broughton  from  Bristol. 

1780  An  enquiry  concerning  the  nature  and  pro¬ 
perties  of  the  serum  of  the  blood. 

No  dissertation  of  sufficient  merit  presented. 

1781  An  enquiry  concerning  the  nature  and  pro¬ 
perties  of  the  bile. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Stokes  of  Worcester. 

1782  An  enquiry  concerning  the  nature  and  pro¬ 
perties  of  the  milk. 

The  judges  not  being  agreed,  two  prizes 
were  conferred,  one  on  Mr.  Richard  Kentish  of 
Yorkshire,  and  one  on  Mr.  Samuel  Ferris  of 
Wiltshire. 

1783  An  enquiry  concerning  the  nature  and  pro¬ 
perties  of  the  Peruvian  Bark,  and  .the  com¬ 
parative  powers  of  the  red  and  quilled  bark. 

Two  prizes  were  given :  one  to  Mr.  Ralph 
Irving,  and  one  to  Mr.  Thomas  Skeete  of 
Barbadoes. 


1784  An  experimental  enquiry  concerning  the  nature 
and  properties  of  Ipecacuanha,  concerning  the 
comparative  powers  of  different  kinds  of  it  and 
of  different  parts  of  the  root. 

Mr.  Ralph  Irving  from  Langholm. 

178  5  An  experimental  investigation  of  the  nature  and 
properties  of  Opium  :  of  its  different  constitu¬ 
ent  parts  and  of  their  effects  on  the  human 
system. 

Mr.  John  Leigh  from  Virginia. 

1786  An  experimental  enquiry  into  the  nature  and 
properties  of  the  Hyoscyamus  Niger  of 
Linnasus  :  its  effect  on  the  human  system,  the 
comparative  power  of  different  parts  of  the 
plant,  and  their  use  in  the  cure  of  disease. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Smith  Barton  of  Philadelphia 
in  Pennsylvania. 

1787  An  experimental  enquiry  concerning  the  chemi¬ 
cal  and  medical  properties  of  those  substances 
called  Lithontriptics,  and  particularly  their 
effects  on  the  human  calculus. 

Mr.  Joseph  Pinto  Azaredo  of  Brazil  in  South 
America. 

1788  An  enquiry  into  the  nature  and  properties  of 
the  Nicotiana  Tabaccum  of  Linnaeus,  into  the 
different  active  constituent  parts  of  this  vege¬ 
table,  their  effects  on  the  human  body  and 
their  use  in  the  cure  of  disease. 

No  essay  of  sufficient  merit  received. 

1789  An  enquiry  into  the  nature  and  properties  of 
those  medical  products  which  are  obtained  from 
a  combination  of  ardent  spirit  with  acids. 

No  essay  of  sufficient  merit  received. 

1790  Same  as  1788. 

1791  An  experimental  enquiry  concerning  the  nature 
and  properties  of  Camphor. 

It  does  not  appear  that  a  prize  was  awarded 
on  this  occasion. 
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In  the  Medical  Commentaries  for  1795  it  is  stated 
that  the  custom  of  Prize  Questions  had  been  for 
some  years  interrupted,  in  consequence  of  par¬ 
ticular  circumstances  (?  the  Gymnastic  Society), 
and  that  it  was  now  proposed  to  resume  the 
practice. 

The  following  questions  were  set  for  the  en¬ 
suing  five  years  : — 

1796  An  experimental  enquiry  demonstrating  the 
effects  produced  on  the  human  body,  in  a  state 
of  health,  by  the  cold  bath,  where  the  heat  of 
the  water  is  below  seventy  degrees  :  the  diseases 
in  which  it  may  be  employed  with  advantage  : 
and  the  bad  consequences  which  are  to  be 
dreaded  from  it  in  certain  affections. 

1797  An  experimental  enquiry  demonstrating  the 
effects  produced  on  the  human  body,  in  a  state 
of  health,  by  the  tepid  bath,  where  the  heat  of 
the  water  is  from  70-90  degrees  in  Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer  :  the  diseases  in  which  it  may  be 
employed  with  advantage,  and  the  bad  conse¬ 
quences  which  are  to  be  dreaded  from  it  in 
certain  states  of  the  system. 

1798  Question  in  the  same  terms  concerning  the 
effects  of  the  hot  bath,  where  the  heat  of  the 
water  is  above  96°  F. 

1799  Similar  question  concerning  the  effects  of  the 
vapour  bath. 

1800  Similar  question  concerning  the  effects  of  the 
medicated  vapour  bath. 

Evidence  is  lacking  that  any  essays  were  received 
on  the  above  subjects.  In  the  Edinburgh  Medical 
and  Surgical  journal  for  1809  we  find  that  an  attempt 
was  then  made  to  resume  the  regular  custom 
£  of  proposing  prize  questions  with  a  view  to 
promoting  experimental  enquiry  among  the 
students  of  Medicine  at  the  University/  It  is 
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further  stated  c  that  this  custom  had,  during  several 
years,  been  attended  with  the  best  effects,  and 
that  some  students  had  gained  no  inconsiderable 
reputation  as  the  reward  of  their  industry  and 
genius/ 

i Bio  An  experimental  investigation  of  the  cause  of 
the  white  colour  of  the  chyle  and  milk — the 
red  colour  of  the  blood — and  the  yellow, 
green  and  black  colour  of  bile. 

There  is  no  record  of  any  prize  awarded  on  this 
occasion. 

The  following  subjects  were  selected  in  1810 
with  the  same  unproductive  result : — 

1811  An  experimental  analysis  of  diabetic  urine. 

1812  An  experimental  essay  on  the  best  method  of 
preparing  a  Soporific  Medicine  from  the 
Lactuca  Sativa. 

1813  An  experimental  essay  on  the  effects  of  the 
Succus  spissatus  Lactucae  Sativae  on  the 
human  body. 

A  few  years  later  the  custom  was  resumed  with 
more  successful  results. 

1821  Experimental  essay  on  the  effects  of  Lactu- 
carium  or  Lettuce  opium  when  given  in  large 
doses  to  domestic  animals. 

Mr.  Thomas  Harland  from  Yorkshire. 

1822  Experimental  essay  respecting  the  nature  of  the 
vapour  which  escapes  from  blood  when  drawn 
from  a  vein  and  which  has  been  termed  the 
halitus,  and  for  ascertaining  whether  it  differs 
from  the  vapour  which  escapes  from  the  lungs 
in  respiration. 

Dr.  Thomas  Harland  from  Scarborough. 

1823  Enquiry  for  ascertaining  the  composition  of 
the  bile. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Robert  from  Lincolnshire. 
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1824 

1827 

1830 

1831 

T  8  3  3 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

i839 


Essay  on  digestion. 

Mr.  James  Henry  Dallas. 

Experimental  essay  describing  the  effects  pro¬ 
duced  on  domestic  animals  by  Lactucarium  or 
Lettuce  opium. 

Mr.  P.  D.  Handyside. 

The  diagnostic  properties  of  the  stethoscope, 
illustrated  by  dissections. 

Mr.  Robert  Spittal. 

The  proximate  cause  and  most  appropriate 
treatment  of  tetanus. 

Mr.  John  Mitchell. 

Experimental  essay  on  the  curative  properties 
of  strychnia. 

Mr.  James  Marr. 

The  changes  which  the  blood  undergoes  in 
inflammation. 

Mr.  William  John  Irvine. 

The  influence  of  atmospheric  pressure  on  the 
animal  economy. 

Only  one  essay  given  in,  and  not  considered 
of  sufficient  merit  to  deserve  the  Society’s  prize. 
The  chemical  and  medicinal  properties  of 
Creosote,  with  the  best  methods  of  pre¬ 
paring  it. 

Mr.  John  Rose  Cormack. 

An  experimental  enquiry  into  the  relative 
physiological  and  medicinal  properties  of  Iodine 
and  its  compounds. 

Dr.  Charles  Cogswell  of  65  Lauriston  Place. 
An  experimental  enquiry  into  the  physiological 
properties  of  ergot  of  rye. 

Mr.  Samuel  Wright.  (Only  one  essay 
given  in.) 

An  experimental  enquiry  into  the  local  and 
general  effects  of  the  deleterious  gasses,  dis¬ 
tinguishing  those  which  do,  and  those  which 
do  not,  enter  the  lungs. 

Mr.  Samuel  Wright. 
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1840  On  diagnosis,  as  founded  on  the  conditions  of 
the  saliva  and  expectoration. 

Mr.  Samuel  Wright,  but  prize  not  awarded, 
because  he  had  transgressed  the  Rules  of  the 
Society  by  making  early  avowal  of  the  authorship. 

1841  Experimental  enquiry  into  the  physiological 
and  therapeutical  properties  of  Colchicum 
Autumnale. 

Dr.  Robert  Lewins,  junr.,  of  Leith. 

1842  Experimental  enquiry  into  the  physiological  and 
therapeutical  properties  of  Bromine  and  its 
compounds. 

Dr.  Robert  Mortimer  Glover  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 

1843  The  properties  of  the  urine,  and  its  morbid 
states  in  various  diseases,  unconnected  with 
granular  degeneration  of  the  kidney. 

Mr.  George  E.  Day,  A.M.  and  L.M.  Cantab. 

1844  An  experimental  enquiry  into  the  changes  pro¬ 
duced  by  disease  on  the  sensible  qualities  of  the 
blood  and  the  relative  proportions  of  its  organic 
constituents. 

No  award  made  :  one  essay  only  received. 

1845  The  same  subject  as  1844.  One  essay  was  re¬ 
ceived,  but  from  a  gentleman  settled  in  practice, 
and  as  students  only  were  recognised  as  candi¬ 
dates,  no  award  was  made. 

1846  An  enquiry  into  the  comparative  therapeutic 
effects  of  Bebeerine  and  Quinine. 

No  essay  received. 

1847  On  the  introduction  of  medicinal  and  poison¬ 
ous  agents  into  the  system  by  pulmonary 
absorption. 

No  essay  received. 

1848  The  same  subject  as  1847.  No  essay  received. 

1851  On  the  mode  of  action  of  Iron,  comprising 

especially  the  question  of  its  accumulation  in 
the  blood. 

No  essay  received. 
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1  ^  5  3  The  origin  and  structure  of  blood  and  blood¬ 
vessels  in  the  germinal  membrane. 

James  Drummond,  M.D.  (a  graduate  of 
Edinburgh  in  1852). 

1856  On  Sugar  in  the  animal  economy  in  health  and 
disease. 

Dr.  James  Bryden. 

1859  The  anatomy,  physiology  and  pathology  of  the 
valves  of  the  heart. 

One  essay  lodged,  but  no  award  made. 

1862  The  rise  and  progress  and  present  state  of 
auscultation  as  applicable  to  the  respiratory 
organs  in  health  and  disease. 

One  essay  lodged,  but  no  award  made. 

1865  On  the  chemical  changes  effected  in  the  urine 
by  the  internal  administration  of  colchicum. 

No  essay  received. 
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ORATIONS 


It  is  not  until  1799  that  we  find  a  resolution 
agreed  to  by  the  Society  that  c  hereafter  the  Presi¬ 
dent  in  the  Chair  shall  either  give  or  find  a  dis¬ 
course  for  the  ensuing  Annual  Meeting/  and  it 
is  not  until  1802  that  we  read  in  the  Minutes  of 
this  resolution  being  implemented.  In  that  year 
Dr.  Farquharson  read  an  account  of  Vesalius. 
It  is  true  that  it  is  on  record  that,  in  1795,  the 
Secretary,  Dr.  John  Bell,  was  asked  to  prepare 
a  short  account  of  some  illustrious  medical  char¬ 
acter  to  be  read  at  the  following  Meeting,  but 
there  is  no  record  of  this  having  been  done. 

But  Harveian  Orations  had  been  delivered  before 
this  date,  as  we  know  from  other  sources.  In 
1778,  the  200th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Harvey, 
a  Harveian  Oration  in  Latin  was  delivered  by 
Dr.  Andrew  Duncan,  senr.,  entitled  ‘  De  laudibus 
Gulielmi  Harvei  Oratio/  It  is  further  stated  that 
this  was  c  habita  in  Aedibus  Academiae  Medicae 
prope  Aulam  Collegii  Regii  Chirurgorum  Edin- 
burgensis/  with  the  additional  information,  £  ipsis 
Calendis  Apriiis  1778,  binis  jam  elapsis  saeculis 
ab  ipsius  natali/  The  following  is,  so  far  as  the 
writer  has  been  able  to  ascertain,  a  complete  list 
of  Harveian  Orators  and  their  Orations  : — 

1778  Dr.  Andrew  Duncan,  De  laudibus  Gulielmi 
Harvei  Oratio. 

1779  Dr.  Charles  Webster,  Life  and  writings  of  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Archibald  Pitcairne. 
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1780  Dr.  Andrew  Duncan,  Life  and  writings  of  the 
late  Alex.  Monro,  senr.,  M.D.,  F.R.S. 

1781  Dr.  Andrew  Duncan,  Life,  writings  and  char¬ 
acter  of  the  late  Dr.  Robert  Whyte. 

1784  Dr.  Andrew  Duncan,  Life,  writings  and  char¬ 
acter  of  the  late  Dr.  David  M‘Bride  of  Dublin. 

1785  Dr.  Webster,  Life,  writings  and  character  of 
the  late  Sir  John  Pringle,  Baronet. 

1787  Dr.  Webster,  The  life,  writings  and  character 
of  the  late  Dr.  John  Gregory. 

1788  Dr.  Duncan,  Life,  writings  and  character  of 
the  late  Dr.  John  Hope,  Professor  of  Botany 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

1795  Dr.  William  Brown,  The  life,  writings  and 
character  of  the  late  John  Hunter,  Esq., 
Surgeon  of  London. 

1802  Dr.  Farquharson,  Account  of  Vesalius. 

1818  Dr.  Andrew  Duncan,  Life,  writings  and  char¬ 
acter  of  Dr.  Monro,  Sec. 

1821  Dr.  Duncan,  senr.,  A  short  account  of  the  late 
Sir  Joseph  Banks,  President  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  London. 

1824  Dr.  Duncan,  Tribute  of  regard  to  the  memory 
of  Sir  Henry  Raeburn. 

1825  Dr.  Duncan,  Tribute  to  the  memory  of  the 
late  Dr.  Matthew  Baillie  of  London. 

1828  Dr.  Huie  (read  in  absentia ),  Tribute  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Dr.  James  Millar,  a  Member 
of  the  Society. 

1829  Dr.  Huie,  Tribute  of  respect  for  the  memory  of 
the  late  Dr.  Andrew  Duncan,  senr..  Founder 
of  the  Society. 

1830  Dr.  Huie,  The  life  and  professional  labours  of 
the  illustrious  Harvey. 

1832  Dr.  Huie  (Jubilee  Year),  Progress  of  medical 
science  in  the  last  fifty  years. 

1833  No  oration. 
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1834 

1836 

1 837 

1838 

i839 

I84O 

I84I 

I842 

1843 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1847 

I848 

1849 

I85O 

I85I 

1852 


Dr.  W.  P.  Alison,  A  few  remarks  on  Medical 
Education. 

Dr.  Maclagan,  Memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  James 
Buchan,  F.R.C.P. 

Dr.  Christison,  Memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  Edward 
Turner,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  London 
University. 

Mr.  Newbigging,  Memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  James 
Hamilton. 

Dr.  Beilby,  Biographical  notice  of  the  late  Dr. 
Kellie  of  Leith. 

Dr.  Lewins,  Medical  Science  in  Austria  com¬ 
pared  with  Great  Britain. 

Dr.  Simson,  Memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  Duncan, 
junr. 

Dr.  Traill,  Note  of  Servetus’  claims  to  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  together 
with  an  account  of  the  Finnish  and  Russian 
vapour  baths. 

Dr.  Thatcher,  Sketch  of  the  history  of  Mid¬ 
wifery  as  a  Science  and  an  Art. 

Mr.  Brown,  Sketch  of  the  Life  of  his  father. 
Dr.  Wm.  Brown,  F.R.C.S. 

Mr.  Cockburn,  Biographical  sketch  of  the  late 
Dr.  Trotter  of  the  Royal  Navy. 

Dr.  Ransford,  Biographical  sketch  of  Dr. 
Graham,  late  Professor  of  Botany. 

Dr.  Simpson,  Sketch  of  the  good  old  times  of 
the  medical  profession  in  Scotland. 

Dr.  Scott,  Biographical  memoir  of  Laennec. 

Dr.  John  Brown,  Notes  of  a  case — tic 
douloureux — by  John  Locke,  with  an  account 
of  his  medical  studies  and  practice. 

Dr.  Smith,  Account  of  Scotch  Asylums. 

Mr.  Richard  Smith,  Progress  of  cholera  during 
the  last  epidemic  at  Lass  wade  and  Loanhead. 

Prof.  Balfour,  History  and  progress  of  the 
Botanic  Garden  of  Edinburgh. 
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1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

1857 

1858 

1859 

i860 

1861 

1862 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 


Dr.  Seller,  History,  in  a  medical  point  of  view, 
of  the  year  1654,  the  year  in  which  Harvey, 
towards  the  close  of  his  life,  was  elected 
President  of  the  London  College  of  Physicians. 

Dr.  Douglas  Maclagan,  Life,  character  and 
writings  of  the  late  Dr.  Abercrombie  of 
Edinburgh. 

Mr.  James  Craig,  Judicial  investigations  in 
criminal  cases. 

Dr.  Malcolm,  Rise  and  progress  of  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  School  of  Midwifery. 

Dr.  Inglis,  Therapeutical  value  of  medicinal 
agents. 

Mr.  Henry  Sanderson,  Changes  in  medical 
opinions. 

Dr.  Bennett,  Recent  medical  changes,  especially 
in  the  Department  of  Physiology. 

Prof.  Miller,  Appreciation  of  the  character  of 
Harvey. 

Dr.  Charles  Bell,  Obstetrics,  commencing  with 
the  time  of  Harvey. 

Dr.  Lucas,  On  the  natural  history  of  progress. 

Dr.  Dumbreck,  Respiration  and  circulation  in 
the  lower  animals. 

No  Festival,  owing  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Cold¬ 
stream. 

Dr.  Strachan,  Origin  of  the  vital  forces. 

Dr.  Halliday  Douglas,  The  late  Prof.  Alison. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bell,  Biographical  sketch  of  the 
late  Mr.  Hey  of  Leeds. 

Dr.  Alex.  Wood,  Preliminary  medical  edu¬ 
cation. 

Dr.  Dunsmure,  Biographical  memoir  of  the  late 
Sir  George  Ballingall. 

Prof.  Gairdner,  Olla  Podridas. 

Prof.  Spence,  Biographical  notice  of  Dr.  Bell, 
surgeon,  of  Edinburgh. 
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1872  Dr.  Matthew  Turnbull,  Celebrated  Border 
surgeons. 

1873  Dr.  Robt.  Paterson,  Life  of  the  late  Prof.  Syme. 

1874  Dr.  Omond,  Early  history  of  the  Society. 

1875  Dr.  Gillespie,  Medical  notes  about  Shakespeare 
and  his  times. 

1876  Dr.  Matthews  Duncan,  Life  and  writings  of 
William  Hunter. 

1877  Prof.  Harvey,  William  Pulteny  Alison. 

1878  Prof.  Turner,  but  in  absentia  Prof.  Sanders, 
Junr.  Sec.,  in  the  Chair  and  read  the  address, 
William  Harvey. 

1879  Dr.  Anderson  (Selkirk),  but  in  absentia  Dr. 
Rutherford  Haldane  in  Chair,  and  address  read 
by  Dr.  Gillespie,  Senr.  Sec.,  Reminiscences  of 
forty-five  years  of  country  practice. 

1880  Dr.  Rutherford  Haldane,  Progress  of  Medicine 
during  the  last  thirty  years. 

1881  Dr.  Littlejohn,  Sanitary  progress. 

1882  Centenary.  Prof.  Douglas  Maclagan.  Reporters 
present.  Waterloo  Hotel.  No  record  of  an 
oration. 

1883  Dr.  Connell,  Professional  progress. 

1884  Dr.  Keiller,  Reminiscences  of  the  medical  pro¬ 
fession  in  Edinburgh  fifty  years  ago.  This 
Meeting  occurred  during  the  University  Ter¬ 
centenary  week,  and  was  held  in  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians. 

1885  Dr.  Heron  Watson.  No  oration.  Held  in 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

1886  D.  Macdougall,  The  life  work  of  Prof.  James 
Spence. 

1887  Dr.  George  Balfour,  Recent  progress  in  the 
diagnosis,  prognosis  and  treatment  of  cardiac 
disease. 

1888  Dr.  John  Smith,  The  days  of  Harvey. 

1889  Prof.  Bell  Pettigrew,  The  pioneers  in  Medicine 
prior  to  Harvey. 
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1890  Dr.  Peddie,  Mr.  Syme,  Dr.  John  Brown  and 
Minto  House. 

1891  Dr.  Gillespie  (absent).  No  oration. 

1892  Dr.  Strachan,  The  blood  in  the  life. 

1893  Prof.  Grainger  Stewart,  Illnesses  of  celebrated 
people  in  former  times. 

1894  Prof.  Struthers,  Harvey  and  his  work. 

1895  Dr.  Yellowlees,  Effect  on  the  treatment  of  the 
insane  of  the  example  of  Tuke  of  York  and 
Fox  of  Brislington. 

1896  Dr.  Peel  Ritchie,  Days  and  knights  of  the 
Harveian. 

1897  Dr.  Joseph  Bell,  Some  Harveian  gleanings. 

1898  Dr.  Ballantyne,  Harvey  and  embryology. 

1899  Dr.  Crum  Brown,  Dr.  John  Mayow. 

1900  Prof.  Annandale,  Transfusion. 

1901  Dr.  Farquharson,  Harvey  and  modern  progress. 

1902  Dr.  Kirk  Duncanson,  Harvey  :  his  life  and 
times. 

1903  Prof.  John  Chiene,  The  early  days  of  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  Royal  Infirmary. 

1904  Dr.  Somerville,  Recollections  of  the  Edinburgh 
School  of  1855. 

1905  Dr.  Underhill,  The  writings  of  Harvey. 

1906  Sir  Halliday  Croom,  The  times  of  Harvey. 

1907  Dr.  Dow,  The  relationship  between  Syphilis 
and  Tuberculosis  (unpublished). 

1908  Sir  Thomas  Clouston,  Blood  and  mind. 

1909  Dr.  W.  A.  Finlay  (absent).  No  oration.  Sir 
Thomas  Clouston  presided. 

1910  Dr.  Strachan,  Cell  life  and  the  life  cell  in  animal 
physiology. 

1911  Sir  A.  R.  Simpson,  Life  and  its  epiphanies. 

1912  Dr.  M‘Gillivray,  Some  memories  of  old 
Harveians. 

Sir  George  Beatson,  The  blood  and  its  secrets. 
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1914  Sir  Thomas  Fraser,  The  circulation  of  the  blood 
in  Harvey’s  time  and  now. 

1915-18  No  meetings. 

1919  Mr.  Caird,  Reminiscences  of  old  Harveians. 

1920  Dr.  C.  E.  Douglas,  Two  medical  humourists. 

1921  Dr.  Alex.  James,  Harvey’s  Sociology. 

1922  No  meeting. 

1923  No  oration.  Sir  Kennedy  Dalziel  in  the  Chair. 

1924  Sir  David  Wallace,  Then  and  now. 

1925  Dr.  P.  McBride,  Why  did  Harvey  discover  the 
circulation  ? 

1926  Sir  Robert  Philip,  Harveiana  Edinburgensia. 

1927  Dr.  Huskie,  Harvey  :  his  message. 

1928  Dr.  Robert  Thin,  Dr.  Archibald  Pitcairne. 

1929  Dr.  Lewis  Bruce,  Life  and  customs  in  the  time 
of  Wm.  Harvey. 

1930  Prof.  Gulland,  The  circulating  fluid. 

1931  Dr.  Elliot  Dickson,  Humility  in  Medicine. 

1932  Dr.  Haig  Ferguson,  Some  medical  heroes  of  the 
seventeenth,  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  cen¬ 
turies. 

1 93  3  Dr.  Samuel  Davidson. 


19154 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 


Sir  Charles  Bell, his  life  and  work.  Dr  Bramwell 

Harvey,  the  general  practitioner.  Dr  A*  Tuke 

Harvey  and  Integration  Mr  W.J. Stuart 

Harvey  and  the  Human  Heart.  Dr  H.Yellowlees 

Harvey  in  Scotland  ,  Mr  Henry  Wade 

If  Health  be  wanting  «  Dr  E.  cob arts 

Johnstone 

William  harvey, Father  of  British  Midwifery, Prof. R.W. 
The . Background  of  Medicine  Dr  A.  Greig  Anderso- 

Verities  yet  in  their  chaos  Prof . C, McNeil 

Harvey  and  the  Scholastic  Tradition  I r of. J, Young 

William  Harvey  and  Blood  Transfusion  Mr  J.M. Graham 
The  Place  of  Harvey  in  Science  Dr  W.D. Chambers 

The  failure  to  discover  the  circulation  Alexando 

in  the  Sixteenth  Century. Dr  W.A.Alexa 
1  ft.,  olimate  ol  Discovery  Prof ,  W. M, Arnott 

Harvey  in  Space  and  lime  Dr  Douglas  Guthrie 

Three  Hundred  Years  Ago  1  r of, D.M. Dunlop 


SOCII  ADJUNCTI 


This  term  is  found  in  old  Minutes,  and  included 
the  various  c  Pontifices 5  who  were  Honorary 
Members  of  the  Society.  Others  who,  as  guests, 
made  themselves  especially  welcome  by  reason 
of  their  joviality  and  good  companionship  were 
sometimes  elected  Associate  Members.  Among 
these  much-favoured  individuals  we  find  the  follow¬ 
ing  names  : — 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Greenfield. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Moodie. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Dickson. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  David  Ritchie. 

P.  Hill,  Esq. 

D.  Bridges,  Esq. 

Wm.  Scott,  Esq.,  W.S. 

Robt.  McNair,  Esq. 

Sir  Alex.  Boswell. 

Sir  Wm.  Forbes,  Baronet. 

Professor  John  Wilson  (Christopher  North), 
Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy. 

Gilbert  Innes,  Esq.  (of  Stow),  Deputy  Gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland. 

Sir  Henry  Raeburn. 

Robt.  K.  Greville,  LL.D.  Author  of  Flora 

Edinensis. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  James  Grant. 

Sir  George  Warrender. 

John  Scott,  Esq. 

The  Very  Rev.  Dr.  MacGregor,  St.  Cuthbert’s. 
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The  Very  Rev.  Dr.  Wallace  Williamson,  Dean 
of  the  Thistle. 

The  Very  Rev.  Charles  L.  Warr,  D.D.,  Dean 
of  the  Thistle. 

Mr.  Robert  M'Nair  was  the  Collector  of  Customs 
in  Leith,  and  was  appointed,  when  the  funds  of 
the  Society  were  low,  to  collect  the  fines,  under 
the  designation  of  4  Collector  Pecuniae/  Sir 
Alexander  Boswell  of  Auchinleck  was  the  elder 
son  of  James  Boswell,  the  biographer.  He  seems 
to  have  been  a  person  of  a  bright  and  jovial  dis¬ 
position  with  a  decided  gift  of  versification.  He 
was  elevated  to  the  honourable  position  of  Poet 
Laureate  to  the  Society.  The  story  of  his  tragic 
death  as  the  result  of  a  duel  was,  many  years  later, 
told  by  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Gillespie,  and  as  it  is  incor¬ 
porated  in  the  Harveian  Minutes,  it  is  here  quoted. 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  1883  re  Sir  Alex. 

Boswell,  Poet  Laureate 

(Written  by  Dr.  Gillespie) 

I  do  not  think  the  present  generation  of  Harveians 
are  aware  that  their  predecessors  had  a  Poet  Laureate 
some  60  or  70  years  ago,  and  that  the  gentleman 
who  held  that  honourable  position  was  the  celebrated 
Sir  Alex.  Boswell  of  Auchinleck,  who  owed  his  death  to 
indulging  too  free  a  fancy  in  one  of  his  political  songs. 
I  quote  the  verse  which  caused  his  receipt  of  a  challenge 
from  the  late  James  Stuart,  then  younger  of  Duncarron.1 

c  There’s  stot  feeder  Stuart 
Kent  for  that  fat  Cowart, 

How  glegly  he  kicks  ony  ba’,  man  : 

And  Gibson,  lang  chiel,  man, 

Whase  height  might  serve  weel,  man, 

To  read  his  ain  name  on  a  wa’,  man.’ 

There  is  no  doubt  on  this  occasion  our  Laureate  had 

1  The  Dictionary  of  National  Biography  has  ‘  Duncarn.’ 
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quite  overstept  the  legitimate  bounds  of  satire,  but  with 
his  happy,  aimiable  disposition,  had  the  seconds  done 
their  duty,  a  hostile  encounter  might  have  been  avoided. 
As  it  was,  Sir  Alex.  Boswell  declared  his  intention  of 
firing  in  the  air,  and  on  his  deathbed,  having  been  shot 
through  the  spine,  his  most  anxious  thought  was  that 
those  on  the  ground  might  have  noticed  how  he  had 
carried  out  his  intention  of  not  firing  at  his  adversary. 

The  duel  took  place  on  the  26th  March  1822,  at 
Auchintool,  in  Fife,  and  though  Mr.  Stuart  was  tried 
for  culpable  homicide  and  acquitted,  it  is  certain  that 
this  unfortunate  occurrence  gave  the  death  blow  to 
duelling  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
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PONTIFEX  MAXIMUS 


At  an  early  stage  of  the  Society’s  career,  it 
became  the  custom  to  invite  a  clergyman  to  be 
present  at  the  Festival. 

We  find  that  in  1803  it  was  agreed  that  Dr. 
Moodie  should  be  annually  invited  to  the  Festival 
as  Pontifex  Maximus. 

The  individual  holding  this  office  was  also 
variously  referred  to  as  the  Chaplain  or  the  Honor¬ 
ary  Member,  and  in  old  toast  lists  which  still  sur¬ 
vive,  the  toast  of  the  Honorary  Member  frequently 
figures. 

Dr.  Moodie,  as  we  learn  from  Omond,  was  one 
of  the  ministers  of  St.  Andrew’s  Collegiate  charge, 
and  also  Professor  of  Oriental  Languages  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh.  He  was  a  very  popular 
figure  at  the  Festivals,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  the  diploma  of  Doctor  of  Merriment  was 
bestowed  upon  him  in  1812.  Among  other  clergy 
who  filled  this  office  in  the  early  years  were  Dr. 
Greenfield,  Dr.  David  Ritchie,  who  resigned  in 
1832,  and  Dr.  James  Grant  of  South  Leith.  The 
latter  was  a  very  regular  attender  at  the  Festivals. 
He  was  Chaplain  to  the  Society  for  over  fifty 
years,  and  lived  to  the  great  age  of  97.  He  was 
present  at  the  Festival  in  1888,  and  died  in  1891. 

In  1892  Dr.  MacGregor  of  St.  Cuthbert’s  was 
appointed  Chaplain  to  the  Society,  and  at  the 
Festival  of  1893  he  was  solemnly  created  Pontifex 
Maximus,  the  President,  Professor  Grainger 
Stewart,  aptly  remarking  that  the  Society  had 
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wanted  a  Chaplain  with  a  heart,  and  that  they  had 
found  him  in  Dr.  MacGregor. 

In  1912  the  late  Dr.  Wallace  Williamson,  the 
Dean  of  the  Thistle,  was  installed  as  Pontifex 
Maximus,  and  held  office  until  his  death,  while 
only  last  year  (1932),  at  the  150th  anniversary  of 
the  Society,  the  Very  Rev.  Charles  L.  Warr,  D.D., 
the  present  Dean  of  the  Thistle,  was  elected  to  fill 
the  vacancy. 

The  names  of  many  other  clergy  figure  as  having 
been  present  at  the  Festival  on  various  occasions. 
Among  others  so  mentioned  we  find  Dr.  Paul  in 
1899,  Dr.  Mitford  Mitchell  and  Principal  Story 
in  1901,  Dr.  Wallace  Williamson  and  Dean  Wilson 
in  1902,  and  Dr.  Watts,  U.F.  Moderator,  in  1911. 
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THE  DIPLOMA  OF  DOCTOR  HILARITATIS 


At  an  early  date  in  the  history  of  the  Society, 
the  custom  arose  of  conferring  the  Diploma  of 
Doctor  of  Mirth  or  Merriment  on  such  of  their 
number  as  had  proved  themselves  worthy  of  the 
title  by  reason  of  the  zest  with  which  they  joined 
in  the  festivities  or  because  of  their  contributions 
in  song  or  story  to  the  joviality  of  the  proceedings. 

The  first  Diploma  was  bestowed  in  1803  on 
Mr.  Alex.  Wood,  the  Society’s  second  President, 
and  this,  as  well  as  the  Rev.  Dr.  Moodie’s  message, 
read  in  absentia ,  is  here  reproduced. 

The  following  year  (1804)  saw  the  Diploma 
conferred  on  Dr.  Robert  Freer,  Professor  of 
Medicine  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  the  actual 
terms  of  the  Diploma  being  much  as  in  Mr.  Wood’s 
case.  In  1812  the  Rev.  Dr.  Moodie  himself,  the 
Pontifex  Maximus,  received  this  very  special  mark 
of  esteem  and  regard. 

Others  who  were  awarded  the  Diploma  were 
Dr.  Andrew  Duncan,  senr.,  in  1816  ;  Dr.  Barclay 
in  1818  ;  Mr.  Gilbert  Innes  of  Stow  in  1823  ; 
William  Scott,  Esq.,  W.S.,  in  1833  ;  Dr.  Douglas 
Maclagan  in  1846  ;  Mr.  John  Scott  in  1848  ;  and 
Dr.  Seller  in  1855. 

Thereafter  the  custom  appears  to  have  fallen 
into  abeyance,  though  the  writer  believes  that  a 
suggestion  to  revive  it  was  made  in  recent  years. 
On  the  occasion  referred  to,  the  recipient  of  the 
honour  was  to  be  the  late  Dr.  Alex.  James  (and  all 
who  knew  him  will  agree  that  no  more  fitting 
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Doctor  of  Mirth  could  have  been  selected),  but 
there  is  no  record  that  the  investiture  was  actually 
carried  out. 

1803.  Diploma  of  Alex.  Wood  as  Doctor  of 
Merriment : — 

Sodalitas  Edinburgena  Filiorum  Aesculapii, 

In  Gulielmi  Harvei  honorem  instituta, 

Ut  in  aeternum  floreat  inventum  utilissimum 
Circulatio  Sanguinis , 

Omnibus  ad  quos  haec  pervenerint, 

S.P.D. 

Evectus  nunc  sit  Sandy  Wood, 

Honestus  vir,  both  wise  and  good, 

Doctor  of  Mirth  nos  hunc  creamus. 

And  to  you  all  nunc  commendamus. 

Est  enim  vir  quem  vos  amamus, 

Qui  multas  habet  qualitates 
To  please  all  tempers  et  aetates 
For  Princeps  est  Hilaritatis. 

Sober  he  laughs  with  Duncan,  Scotus, 

Sed  multo  magis  si  sit  potus. 

He  likes  an  honest  friend  and  glass. 

In  vino  enim  veritas. 

Long  may  his  presence  cheer  our  meeting 
With  merriment,  for  time  is  fleeting ! 

May  days  to  come  be  like  the  past. 

And  long  may  Sandy’s  laughter  last ! 

Rev.  Dr.  Moodie’s  message  in  absentia  : — 

Harvey,  if  here,  would  say,  c  O,  honour  Mirth, 
From  which  true  circulation  takes  its  birth. 

It  gives  the  aid  of  mind  to  rouse  the  heart. 

And  send  the  living  stream  to  every  part. 

On  earth  I  often  felt  its  generous  power. 

Enjoyed  its  influence  to  my  latest  hour  : 

Nor  after  duty  thought  the  time  misspent 
Which  to  my  valued  friends  I  gladly  lent. 
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Mirth  proves  there’s  more  in  man  than  sluggish  clay ; 
Long  may  it  cheer  your  souls  on  Harvey’s  day  ! 

I  speak  of  Mirth  that’s  innocent  and  good. 

Such  mirth  be  ever  thine,  Dear  Sandy  Wood  ! 

1804.  Dr.  Robert  Freer,  Professor  of  Medicine 
in  the  University  of  Glasgow.  Diploma  as  Doctor 
of  Merriment : — 

To  all  good  Fellows  be  it  notum, 
Robertum  Freer,  Virum  Scotum, 

Of  Medicine  a  Professor  gravis, 

Et  vir,  ut  scimus,  valde  suavis  : 

For  well  we  know  he  sings  and  whistles, 

De  rebus  gestis.  Cows  and  Thistles  : 

Doctor  of  Mirth  nos  hunc  creamus. 

And  to  you  all  nunc  commendamus  : 

Long  may  he  live  to  cheer  our  Meeting, 

And  whistle  too,  for  time  is  fleeting  : 

May  he  ne’er  want  a  friend  or  glass, 

In  vino  enim  veritas. 

1812.  Diploma  of  Doctor  of  Merriment  con¬ 
ferred  on  the  Rev.  Dr.  Moodie  : — 

To  all  good  Fellows  be  it  notum 
That  William  Moodie,  virum  Scotum 
Has  proved  his  power  in  merriment, 

Ut  scripta  multa  nunc  nos  docent ; 

And  to  reward  his  sterling  wit, 

Quod  felix  nunc,  faus turn que  sit , 

Doctor  of  Mirth,  nos  hunc  creamus , 

And  to  all  laughers,  commendamus , 

In  proof  of  which  his  health  we  drink, 

Wishing  him  well,  et  nunc  et  hinc. 

Dr.  Moodie’s  reply,  sent  to  the  Secretary  : — 

With  Aesculapians  I  did  sup, 

And  with  Harveians  kept  it  up  ; 

With  dear  Gymnastics  oft  was  happy  ; 

Our  friends  were  kind,  our  liquor  nappy. 

And  he,  who  noo  the  truth  maun  tell, 

Ne’er  saw  waur  ’mang  them  than  himsel’. 
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THE  FESTIVAL 


The  Annual  Festival  is,  of  course,  the  culmin¬ 
ating  point  of  the  Harveian  year.  It  is  appointed 
to  be  held  annually  on  the  12th  April  (New  Style), 
being  the  1st  April  (Old  Style),  the  birthday  of 
Harvey.  In  this  respect  the  Laws  of  the  Society 
urgently  demand  modification,  for  since  1895  this 
Law  has  been  honoured  only  in  the  breach  thereof. 
Force  of  circumstances  has  compelled  a  change  to 
a  later  date.  The  former  date  in  April  now  falls 
during  academic  holidays,  when  many  members 
are  absent  from  Edinburgh.  Further,  examina¬ 
tions  are  in  full  swing  about  this  time,  and  many 
practitioners  are  still  busy  with  their  winter’s 
work.  Since  1895,  therefore,  the  Festival  has  been 
held  towards  the  end  of  May  or  even  in  June. 
The  2nd  June,  on  which  day  the  150th  anniversary 
of  the  Society’s  foundation  was  celebrated  last  year, 
happens  to  be  the  anniversary  of  Harvey’s  death. 
A  date  about  this  time  appears  to  be  very  suitable, 
judging  from  the  excellent  attendance  of  Members 
in  recent  years. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  Society  the  Festival  was 
held  in  Sommer’s  tavern.  West  Register  Street. 
In  1803,  however,  a  change  was  made,  and  from 
that  date  until  1826  the  Meetings  took  place  in 
Oman’s  tavern  or  Oman’s  Hotel  in  Waterloo 
Place. 

Thereafter  Barry’s  Hotel  becomes  prominent 
in  the  Minutes  till  1862,  with  the  single  exception 
of  the  year  1856,  when  a  disastrous  visit  was  paid 
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to  the  Royal  Hotel — disastrous  because  there  was 
not  enough  to  eat.  Barry’s  Hotel  seems  to  have 
been  synonymous  with  the  British  Hotel  and  the 
Hopetoun  Rooms,  Queen  Street.  From  1863  to 
1873  the  Festival  was  held  in  the  Douglas  Hotel. 
In  1874  the  Alma  Hotel  was  tried,  but  though  the 
catering  was  good,  the  room  was  unsuitable.  The 
Society,  therefore,  now  tried  the  Balmoral  Hotel, 
and  the  venture  appears  to  have  been  very  success¬ 
ful,  for  the  Festival  was  held  there  until  1883,  with 
the  exception  of  the  year  1882,  which  saw  the 
Centenary  of  the  Society  celebrated  in  the  Waterloo 
Hotel. 

The  Festival  of  1884  was  held  during  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Tercentenary  Week.  The  Meeting  took  place 
in  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  and  a  notable 
departure  was  made  from  tradition,  many  dis¬ 
tinguished  individuals  being  invited  as  the  guests 
of  the  Society.  Among  those  present  were  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London  and  Professor  Virchow, 
while  among  those  who  sent  apologies  we  find 
the  name  of  Pasteur. 

In  1885  and  1886  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
granted  the  use  of  their  Hall  for  the  Annual  Meeting, 
and  again  in  1888. 

In  1887  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  was  the 
venue,  and  again  in  1889,  and  from  this  date  up 
to  the  present  time  the  Physicians’  Hall  has  been 
the  annual  scene  of  the  Festival. 

The  Business  Meetings  of  the  Society  were  long 
held  alternately  in  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
and  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  The  present 
custom  is  to  hold  these  small  Meetings,  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  in  their 
College. 

With  changing  fashion  the  hour  of  the  Festival 
has  become  progressively  later.  In  its  early  days 
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the  Society  met  at  3  p.m.  This  hour  was  probably 
changed  to  4  p.m.  at  a  later  date,  and  we  know 
that  in  1852  the  appointed  hour  was,  for  the  first 
time,  5  p.m.  for  the  Oration,  dinner  immediately 
following. 

The  Society  now  meets  at  7.15  for  the  Oration, 
and  dinner  is  at  8  o’clock. 

To-day  the  Harveian  Society  continues  en¬ 
thusiastically  to  fulfil  its  allotted  purpose  of  annu¬ 
ally  venerating  the  immortal  memory  of  William 
Harvey  and  other  distinguished  members  of  the 
profession.  But  times  have  changed,  and  the  little 
band  of  devotees  which  gathered  together  for  this 
purpose  in  Sommer’s  tavern  has  now  swollen  to 
a  membership  of  170,  while  a  company  of  about 
100  may  confidently  be  expected  to  attend  the 
Festival. 

As  has  been  stated,  the  Society  has  for  many 
years  been  permitted,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians,  to  celebrate  their  Festival 
in  the  beautiful  Hall  of  the  College.  That  the 
setting  is  a  worthy  one  for  the  purpose  for  which 
the  Society  is  assembled  none  will  deny.  A  bust 
of  Harvey  adorns  the  large  College  table  at  one 
end  of  the  Hall,  and  is  surrounded  by  flowering 
plants.  A  small  terra-cotta  figure,  representing 
Harvey  with  a  heart  in  his  hand,  and  purchased 
by  the  Society  in  1889,  stands  immediately  in  front 
of  the  President.  On  the  occasion  of  the  150th 
anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  the  Society  in 
1932,  the  portrait  of  Harvey  adorning  the  walls 
of  the  Hall  was  taken  down,  placed  on  an  easel 
behind  the  President,  and  laureated  with  bay 
leaves.  The  scent  of  roses,  carnations  or  sweet 
peas,  with  which  the  tables  are  decorated,  fills  the 
room.  Music  is  now  discoursed  throughout  the 
dinner,  and  the  initiation  of  neophytes  is  now, 
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by  tradition,  always  carried  out  to  the  strains 
of  Gounod’s  ‘  March  of  a  Marionette.’ 

When  the  time  comes  for  the  ox  heart  to  be 
served,  the  President  calls  upon  the  neophytes 
present  to  stand  up,  and  proceeds  to  impress  upon 
them  the  serious  nature  of  the  test  they  are  about 
to  undergo.  Scrutineers  are  appointed  whose 
duty  is  to  take  notice  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  neophytes  partake  of  the  heart,  and  later  to 
report  regarding  mastication,  deglutition,  and  pro¬ 
bable  assimilation.  Amusing  incidents  arising  out 
of  this  custom  are  on  record.  It  is  said  that 
Professor  Annandale,  when  a  neophyte,  demanded 
three  helpings.  Dr.  Underhill,  when  in  the  same 
position,  failed  to  finish  all  the  heart  on  his  plate, 
and  when  ordered  to  do  so  declined,  saying  that 
there  was  nothing  left  but  vegetations.  The 
excuse  was  accepted. 

Toasts  are  restricted  to  the  loyal  toasts,  the 
Imperial  Forces,  the  Immortal  Memory,  the  Guests, 
and  the  President. 

While  the  Society  entertains  no  guests  with  the 
single  exception  of  the  Pontifex  Maximus,  it  is 
open  to  Members  to  bring  a  guest  or  guests,  as 
they  wish,  on  giving  due  intimation  of  their 
intention. 

It  will  be  obvious  from  the  foregoing  that  the 
expense  of  the  Festival  has  necessarily  greatly 
increased.  Six  or  eight  shillings  a  head  would 
not  now  go  far  towards  liquidating  the  total 
expense.  The  amount  spent  by  our  predecessors 
for  their  entire  evening’s  enjoyment  might  now 
be  sufficient  to  pay  for  our  cigars. 

The  Society  has,  of  course,  no  desire  to  accumu¬ 
late  money,  so  long  as  it  is  able  to  pay  its  way. 
Members  who  attend  the  Festival  are  not  asked 
to  contribute  any  annual  subscription,  but  the  sum 
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of  ten  shillings  is  levied  from  those  who  are 
absent. 

In  recent  years  the  practice  has  been  to  charge 
25s.  for  members  and  30s.  for  guests.  Even  at 
this  price  there  has  been  an  annual  deficit  on  the 
Festival  for  a  number  of  years  of,  roughly,  £30. 
This,  of  course,  is  fully  made  up  by  the  annual 
contributions  of  those  unable  to  attend  the  Festival. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  custom 
of  making  bets  at  the  Festival.  As  far  as  we  can 
gather  from  the  Minutes,  the  practice  only  pre¬ 
vailed  to  any  extent  in  the  early  years  of  the 
Society’s  growth. 

The  following  bets  are  recorded,  and  show  con¬ 
siderable  catholicity  in  the  range  of  subjects  selected 
for  a  wager : — 

1785  Mr.  Hay  bets  a  magnum  of  punch  against  Dr. 
Duncan  (who  hopes  he  shall  lose  this  bet)  that 
the  Bridge  Bill  will  pass  finally  this  Session  in 
the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  Rae  bets  a  magnum  of  punch  against 
Dr.  Duncan  that  Mr.  Buchan  of  Hepburn  shall 
get  a  single  gown,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Lord 
Kennet. 

Mr.  Alex.  Wood  bets  a  magnum  of  punch 
against  Mr.  Rae  that  Sir  Adam  Ferguson  shall 
get  the  double  gown  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Lord  Kennet,  if  both  gowns  are  vested  in  one 
person  not  now  on  the  Bench. 

Dr.  Webster  bets  a  magnum  of  punch  against 
Dr.  Rutherford  that  Mr.  Nairne  shall  succeed 
to  the  single  gown  vacant  by  Lord  Kennet’s 
death. 

Mr.  George  Wood  bets  a  magnum  of  punch 
against  Mr.  Hay  that  Lord  Eskgrove  shall  get 
the  justiciary  gown  vacant  by  the  death  of  Lord 
Kennet. 
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1785  Dr.  Cairnie  bets  a  magnum  of  punch  against 
Mr.  Shiels  that  no  vacancy  in  the  Court  of 
Session  shall  be  supplied  till  the  Lords  of 
Session  are  reduced  to  No.  9. 


1786  Mr.  Law  bets  a  magnum  of  punch  against  Dr. 
Duncan  that,  at  the  next  Annual  Meeting,  he 
shall  produce  a  quart  specimen  of  rum  equal  to 
Dr.  Duncan. 

Dr.  Duncan  bets  a  magnum  of  punch  against 
Dr.  Wardrop  that  the  Lord  Provost  shall  not 
carry  through  his  Bill  subjecting  the  Court  of 
Session  to  floors-rates. 

Back  Dr.  Duncan  Back  Dr.  Wardrop 

Dr.  Home  Dr.  Webster 

Dr.  Rutherford  Mr.  George  Wood 

Dr.  Cullen 


Mr.  Alex.  Wood  bets  a  magnum  of  punch 
against  Mr.  George  Wood  that  Dr.  Rutherford 
shall  be  married  on  or  before  this  day  twelve 
months. 

Back  Mr.  A.  Wood  Back  Mr.  G.  Wood 


Dr.  Duncan 
Dr.  Webster 
Dr.  Cullen 


Mr.  Thomas  Hay 
Mr.  Bennet 
Dr.  Rutherford 


Dr.  Wardrop  bets  a  magnum  of  punch 
against  Dr.  Duncan  that,  in  the  space  of  six 
months,  a  fund  will  be  established  by  which  ten 
thousand  pounds  will  be  obtained  for  building 
a  new  College  at  Edinburgh. 

Dr.  Duncan  backed  by  Dr.  Wardrop  by 

Dr.  Cairnie  Mr.  Alex.  Wood 

Dr.  Hamilton  Mr.  Bennet 

Mr.  Hay 

Mr.  T.  Anderson 
Mr.  John  Rae 
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1786  Dr.  Cairnie  bets  a  magnum  of  punch  against 
Mr.  George  Wood  that  a  four-wheeled  carriage 
shall  be  driven  along  the  South  Bridge  on  or 
before  Martinmas  Day  1786. 

Dr.  Cairnie  backed  by  Mr.  Wood  by 

Dr.  Webster  Mr.  T.  Hart 

Mr.  H.  M'Lure 
Dr.  Home 

1787  Dr.  Cochrane  bets  a  magnum  of  punch  against 
Dr.  Duncan  that  he  shall  produce  at  the  next 
Meeting  a  bottle  of  Rum  superior  to  Dr. 
Duncan’s. 

Mr.  Gibson  bets  a  magnum  of  punch  against 
Mr.  Shiels  that  the  only  town  in  Great  Britain 
which  has  a  town-guard  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
upon  a  military  establishment,  is  the  City  of 
Edinburgh.  Dr.  M‘Dougall  and  Dr.  Ruther¬ 
ford  back  Mr.  Gibson,  Dr.  Duncan  backs  Mr. 
Shiels. 

Mr.  Inglis  and  Dr.  Duncan  bet  each  a 
magnum  of  punch  against  Dr.  M‘Dougall  and 
Dr.  Wardrop  that  they  shall  be  victors  in 
a  match  at  golf  on  Leith  Links,  to  be  played 
on  the  first  Saturday  of  August.  Mr.  Inglis 
backed  by  Mr.  Andrew  Wood  and  Mr.  Hart  if 
the  match  be  played. 

1788  Mr.  Bennet  bets  a  magnum  of  punch  against 
Dr.  Cullen  that,  at  the  distance  of  ten  yards,  he 
shall  hit  a  piece  of  paper  twelve  inches  square 
in  one  of  three  shots  with  a  loaded  pistol  with 
a  single  ball. 

Dr.  Cullen  backed  by  Mr.  Bennet  by 

Dr.  Duncan  Mr.  Bell 

Mr.  Shiels 

1789  Dr.  Rutherford  lost  a  magnum  of  punch  on  a 
bet  against  Dr.  Duncan — pro  bono  publico. 
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1789  Dr.  Wardrop  bets  a  magnum  of  punch 
against  Dr.  Duncan  that  Dr.  Hamilton  shall  be 
married  before  this  day  two  years.  (This 
was  evidently  a  very  popular  bet,  and  both 
protagonists  had  numerous  backers.) 

1790  Dr.  Duncan  bets  a  magnum  of  punch  against 
Dr.  Cullen  that  Messrs.  Hay  and  Russell  shall 
beat  Dr.  Cullen  and  Mr.  Wood  in  their  match 
at  golf  to  be  played  to-morrow,  or  when  played. 

Dr.  Cochrane  offers  to  double  his  bet  on  Dr. 
Hamilton’s  marriage.  And  Dr.  Duncan  agrees 
to  back  him,  if  any  of  the  opposite  party  will 
bet  against  them  during  the  present  Meeting. 

1791  All  the  bets  on  Dr.  Hamilton’s  marriage  de¬ 
cided  and  paid. 

1 79  5  Mr.  Thomas  Wood  bets  a  magnum  of  punch 
against  Dr.  Duncan  that  Dr.  Freer  is  at  this 
time  (viz.  the  month  of  April)  heavier  than 
Dr.  Farquharson. 

1802  Dr.  Farquharson  bets  a  bottle  of  wine  against 
Dr.  Duncan,  junr.,  that  Mr.  Bell  shall  produce 
at  the  Harveian  Meeting  the  discourse  he  has 
promised  this  day. 

1810  This  year  we  find  it  recorded  that  Dr.  Duncan, 
having  forfeited  a  bottle  of  Rum  to  Dr. 
Cochrane  twenty  years  ago,  is  sentenced  to 
produce  two  at  the  next  Annual  Meeting. 

1 8 1 1  Mr.  George  Wood  bets  a  bottle  of  Rum  against 
Dr.  Kellie,  that  the  following  lines,  or  the 
sentiment  they  convey,  are  not  in  Hudibras  : — 

‘  He  who  fights  and  runs  away.’ 

1812  At  the  Meeting  held  in  this  year  it  is  stated 
that  4  after  due  enquiry  and  serious  considera¬ 
tion  it  was  found  unanimously  that  both  Dr. 
Kellie  and  Mr.  George  Wood  had  lost  the 
bets  laid  at  last  merry  Meeting.’ 
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Being  formed  for  purely  social  purposes,  the 
activities  of  the  Society,  outwith  those  prescribed 
in  the  Laws,  have  been  few  and  far  between. 

In  1814,  however,  91  members  subscribed 
towards  a  bust  of  Monro  primus,  the  following 
being  the  financial  statement  : — 


Money  collected  ..... 
Expended — 

To  Mr.  Gowan  for  a  medal  .  £5  5  o 

To  Mr.  O’Neil  for  a  mould 

and  cast  .  .  .  .500 

To  printing,  letters,  adver¬ 
tisement,  etc.  .  .  .676 

To  Mr.  Smith  for  collecting  .  300 

To  Messrs.  Ramsay  and  Bonar 
Note  given  to  Dr.  Monro  tertius  60  o  o 


Balance  remaining  . 


£93  8  0 


79  12  6 

£13  D  6 


It  was  agreed  to  pay  the  balance  to  Dr.  Monro, 
junr.,  for  defraying  the  expense  of  placing  the 
Bust  in  the  University  Library  on  a  proper  pedestal. 

Again,  in  1873,  it  was  agreed  to  authorise  the 
Secretary  to  send  £10  to  the  Vicar  of  Folkestone 
as  a  contribution  from  the  Society  to  a  Memorial 
Window  about  to  be  erected  in  the  Parish  Church 
in  memory  of  Harvey.  Folkestone  was,  of  course, 
Harvey’s  birthplace. 


The  Minutes  of  the  Society  were,  until  1890, 
very  beautifully  written.  In  that  year  the  Senior 
Secretary,  Dr.  Gillespie,  exhibited  them  at  the 
Festival  as  a  c  triumph  of  the  caligraphic  art  ’ !  It 
appears  that  they  were  the  work  of  Mr.  William 
Smith  of  Messrs.  Blackwood,  Ltd. 
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OFFICE-BEARERS 


All  the  business  of  the  Society  is  transacted  at 
a  Meeting  held  early  in  March.  Office-Bearers  are 
appointed,  new  members  elected,  and  arrange¬ 
ments  made  for  the  approaching  Festival. 

It  is  now  customary  to  select  the  President 
alternately  from  the  town  and  country  members. 
The  last  duty  of  the  President  at  the  Festival  is  to 
nominate  his  successor  in  office. 

The  Office  of  Vice-President  has  lapsed,  and  this 
applies  equally  to  the  Treasurer  ship,  the  duties  of 
Treasurer  being  now  carried  out  by  the  Junior 
Secretary. 

In  point  of  fact,  the  Treasurer,  qua  his  office,  does 
not  bulk  very  largely  in  the  records  of  the  Society, 
however  much  work  he  may  have  done  behind  the 
scenes.  In  1838  we  read  that  Dr.  Borthwick 
resigned  the  Treasurership,  and  that  Dr.  Christison 
was  appointed. 

The  office  of  Poet  Laureate,  now  in  abeyance, 
was  first  held  by  Sir  Alex.  Boswell.  He  was 
appointed  in  1816.  It  is  true  that,  in  1803,  a 
solitary  entry  appears  in  the  Minutes  of  a  resolution 
that  Robert  Strong  should  be  annually  invited  to 
the  Festival  as  Arch-Laureate.  There  is,  however, 
no  record  that  the  office  was  ever  effectively  filled 
at  this  time.  After  the  death  of  Sir  Alex.  Boswell 
Dr.  R.  K.  Greville  (LL.D.)  was  elected,  in  1824,  to 
fill  the  post.  Professor  Wilson  also  appears  to  have 
been  similarly  designated,  but  no  record  is  extant 
either  of  his  election  or  of  any  poetical  effusions 
from  his  pen. 
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In  1829  Dr.  Richard  Huie  was  made  Poet 
Laureate,  and  on  his  resignation  in  1849  was 
succeeded  by  Dr.  Douglas  Maclagan.  That  Dr. 
Huie  played  a  most  important  part  in  the  success 
of  the  Society  during  the  first  half  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century  must  be  obvious  to  those  who  refer 
to  the  numerous  odes  which  he  composed  for  the 
Annual  Meetings.  These  show  him  to  have  been 
possessed  of  no  mean  talent  in  framing  poems 
suited  to  the  occasion,  and  of  the  ability  to  rise  to 
considerable  heights  of  eloquence,  especially  when 
events  demanded  a  more  solemn  note. 

He  was  born  in  Aberdeen  in  1795,  and  was 
educated  at  the  Edinburgh  High  School.  He  was 
an  apprentice  of  Dr.  Abercrombie,  and  graduated 
M.D.  of  Edinburgh  in  1815.  He  first  practised 
for  a  short  time  in  Dundee,  but  moved  to  Edin¬ 
burgh  in  1822.  He  was  at  one  time  President  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  He  wrote  little 
on  professional  subjects,  but  was  deeply  interested 
in  the  promotion  of  religion,  and  contributed 
various  pieces,  in  prose  and  in  verse,  to  periodical 
literature,  and  in  1843  published  a  volume  of 
Sacred  Lyrics .  He  was  President  of  the  Harveian 
Society  on  two  occasions,  and  was  one  of  the 
Secretaries  from  1828  to  1849. 

Another  Harveian,  who  held  the  office  of  Secre¬ 
tary  from  1869  to  1892  and  who  did  a  great  deal  for 
the  Society,  was  Dr.  J.  D.  Gillespie.  He  was  born 
in  Edinburgh  in  1824.  In  his  obituary  notice  it  is 
stated  that  ‘  no  man  will  be  more  missed  than  he 
from  that  inner  esoteric  circle  of  Edinburgh  medical 
life — its  dining  clubs.5  No  dinner  was  considered 
complete  without  a  song  or  two,  a  speech,  and  a 
great  many  puns,  good  and  bad,  from  Gillespie. 

The  Harveian  Society  presented  him  with  a 
punch-bowl. 
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The  following  minute  occurs  in  the  Harveian 
Minutes  for  1892  : — 

‘  No  words  can  convey  to  future  members  of  the 
Society  any  idea  of  their  obligation  to  him.  The 
promotion  of  a  real,  hearty,  brotherly  relation  among 
members  of  the  medical  profession  was  one  of  the 
objects  of  his  life.  All  Harveians  know  how  successful 
he  was  in  communicating  to  them  something  of  his  own 
happy  temper,  and  of  his  own  desire  for  happiness  of 
others.’ 

To  many  others  the  Society  owes  much,  and 
although  it  had  been  the  writer’s  intention  to 
avoid  reference  to  those  who  are  happily  still 
with  us,  he  feels  that  an  exception  must  be  made. 

The  present  Senior  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  W.  Dowden, 
has  now  for  thirty  years  delighted  Harveians  with 
his  annual  Minutes,  which  are  read  at  the  Festival, 
and  which,  replete  with  the  happy  humour  of 
which  he  is  a  master,  are  looked  forward  to  as  one 
of  the  chief  features  of  these  gatherings.  Several 
Secretaries  have  held  office  for  long  periods,  but 
Mr.  Dowden  has  outstripped  them  all  in  the  length 
of  tenure  of  his  post  in  the  service  of  the  Society 
with  the  single  exception  of  its  founder. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL  LIST  OF  PRESIDENTS 


1782  Dr.  Andrew  Duncan,  Founder  of  the  Society. 

1783  Mr.  Alexander  Wood. 

1784  Mr.  Thomas  Hay. 

1785  Dr.  Alexander  Monro. 

1786  Mr.  William  Inglis. 

1787  Dr.  Daniel  Rutherford. 

1788  Mr.  Andrew  Wood. 

1789  Dr.  Nathan  Spens. 

1790  Mr.  Forrest  Dewar. 

1791  Dr.  James  Hamilton. 

1792  Mr.  Benjamin  Bell. 

1793  Dr.  Francis  Home. 

1794  Dr.  Andrew  Wardrop. 

1795  Mr.  Thomas  Wood. 

1796  Dr.  William  Farquharson. 

1797  Dr.  Andrew  Inglis. 

1798  Dr.  James  Home. 

1799  Dr.  William  Brown. 

1800  Dr.  Thomas  Charles  Hope. 

1801  Mr.  George  Wood. 

1802  Mr.  James  Bryce. 

1803  Mr.  Alexander  Wood,  Second  Time. 

1804  Mr.  Andrew  Wood,  do. 

1805  Dr.  William  Farquharson,  do. 

1806  Dr.  James  Home,  do. 

1807  Dr.  John  Walker. 

1808  Dr.  Thomas  Spens. 

1809  Mr.  George  Wood,  Second  Time. 

1810  Dr.  Thomas  Anderson. 

1811  Dr.  Andrew  Duncan,  junr. 

1812  Dr.  Cochrane. 

1813  Dr.  Charles  Anderson. 

1814  Mr.  Forrest  Dewar,  Second  Time. 

1815  Dr.  John  Barclay. 

1816  Dr.  Thomas  C.  Hope,  Second  Time. 
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1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1853 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1850 

1851 

1852 

1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

1857 

1858 

1859 

i860 


Mr.  J.  H.  Wishart. 

Dr.  Rutherford,  Second  Time. 
Dr.  Barclay,  do. 

Mr.  Gillespie. 

Mr.  William  Wood. 

Dr.  James  Buchan. 

Mr.  Newbigging. 

Dr.  Ballingall. 

Dr.  Graham. 

Dr.  Borthwick. 

Dr.  Macwhirter. 

Dr.  Hute. 

Dr.  Robert  Hamilton. 

Dr.  Ballingall,  Second  Time. 
Dr.  John  Campbell. 

Dr.  Huie,  Second  Time. 

Dr.  Maclagan. 

Dr.  W.  P.  Alison. 

Dr.  Adam  Hunter. 

Dr.  Moncrieff. 

Dr.  Christison. 

Mr.  Newbigging,  Second  Time. 
Dr.  Beilby. 

Dr.  Lewins. 

Dr.  Simson. 

Professor  Traill. 

Dr.  Thatcher. 

Mr.  William  Brown. 

Mr.  A.  Cockburn,  R.N. 

Dr.  Ransford. 

Dr.  John  Scott. 

Professor  Simpson. 

Dr.  Pagan. 

Dr.  John  Smith. 

Mr.  Richard  Smith. 

Dr.  Balfour. 

Dr.  Seller. 

Dr.  Douglas  Maclagan. 

Mr.  James  Craig. 

Dr.  Malcolm. 

Dr.  Inglis. 

Mr.  Henry  Sanderson. 
Professor  Bennett. 

Professor  James  Millar. 
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1862 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

187; 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 


Dr.  Charles  Bell. 

Dr.  Lucas. 

Dr.  Dumbreck. 

No  Meeting. — Death  of  Dr.  Coldstream. 

Dr.  Strachan. 

Dr.  Douglas. 

Mr.  B.  Bell. 

Dr.  Alexander  Wood. 

Dr.  Dunsmure. 

Professor  W.  T.  Gairdner. 

Professor  Spence. 

Dr.  Turnbull. 

Dr.  Paterson. 

Dr.  Omond. 

Dr.  Irvine. — Oration  by  Dr.  James  D.  Gillespie, 

Secretary. 

Dr.  Matthews  Duncan. 

Professor  Harvey. 

Professor  Turner. 

Dr.  Anderson. 

Dr.  Rutherford  Haldane. 

Dr.  H.  D.  Littlejohn. 

Dr.  Douglas  Maclagan,  Second  Time. — 
Centenary. 

Dr.  Connell. 

Dr.  Alex.  Keiller. 

Dr.  P.  Heron  Watson. 

Dr.  Macdougall. 

Dr.  George  W.  Balfour. 

Dr.  John  Smith. 

Professor  Bell  Pettigrew. 

Dr.  Peddie. 

Dr.  Gillespie. 

Dr.  Strachan. 

T.  Grainger  Stewart. 

Professor  John  Struthers. 

Dr.  Yellowlees. 

Dr.  Peel  Ritchie. 

Mr.  Joseph  Bell. 

Dr.  Ballantyne. 

Dr.  Crum  Brown. 

Mr.  Annandale. 

Dr.  Robert  Farquharson. 

Dr.  Kirk  Duncanson. 
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1903  Professor  John  Chiene. 

1904  Dr.  Robert  Somerville. 

1905  Dr.  Charles  E.  Underhill. 

1906  Sir  J.  Halliday  Croom. 

1907  Dr.  William  B.  Dow. 

1908  Dr.  T.  S.  Clouston. 

1909  Dr.  W.  A.  Finlay. 

1910  Dr.  John  Strachan. 

1 91 1  Sir  Alexander  R.  Simpson. 

1912  Dr.  Charles  Watson  MacGillivray. 

1913  Sir  George  T.  Beatson. 

1914  Sir  Thomas  Fraser. 

1915-1918  No  Meetings. 

1919  Professor  Francis  M.  Caird. 

1920  Dr.  C.  E.  Douglas. 

1921  Dr.  Alex.  James. 

1922  No  Meeting. 

1923  Sir  Kennedy  Dalziel. 

1924  Sir  David  Wallace. 

1925  Dr.  P.  M‘Bride. 

1926  Sir  Robert  Philip. 

1927  Dr.  D.  Huskie. 

1928  Dr.  Robert  Thin. 

1929  Dr.  Lewis  Bruce. 

1930  Professor  G.  Lovell  Gulland. 

1931  Dr.  Elliot  Dickson. 

1932  Dr.  James  Haig  Ferguson. 

1933  Dr.  Samuel  Davidson. 
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ORIGINAL  MEMBERS,  1782 

Dr.  James  Hamilton. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bell. 

Dr.  Charles  Webster. 

Mr.  Alexander  Wood. 

Mr.  William  Chalmer. 

Mr.  Alexander  Hamilton. 

Mr.  Colin  Lauder. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hay. 

Air.  William  Anderson. 

Dr.  Daniel  Rutherford. 

Mr.  William  Inglis. 

Mr.  James  Gibson. 

Dr.  Nathan  Spens. 

Dr.  Andrew  Wardrop. 

Mr.  Andrew  Wood. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wood. 

Dr.  Alexander  Munro. 

Dr.  Robert  Walker. 

Dr.  William  Grieve. 

Dr.  Robert  Langlans. 

Mr.  Forrest  Dewar. 

Dr.  James  Hay. 

Dr.  Andrew  Duncan. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL  LIST  OF  MEMBERS 

Admitted  since  1782 

1784  Dr.  Francis  Home. 

Mr.  John  Rae. 

Mr.  James  Law. 

Mr.  Thomas  Anderson. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hart. 

1785  Mr.  John  Shiels. 

Mr.  John  Bennet. 

Mr.  Hamilton  M‘Lure. 

Dr.  Henry  Cullen. 

Mr.  George  Wood. 

1787  Mr.  John  Cheyne. 

Mr.  Robert  Lawson. 

Dr.  Alexander  Macdougal. 

Dr.  Thomas  Cochrane. 

1788  Mr.  Thomas  Wood. 

1789  Mr.  John  Bell. 

1790  Dr.  Andrew  Inglis. 

1791  Mr.  James  Russell. 

Dr.  James  Home. 

1795  Mr.  W^illiam  Greenfield. 

Dr.  William  Farquharson. 

1794  Dr.  Colin  Drummond. 

Dr.  Robert  Freer. 

Dr.  William  Brown. 

Mr.  John  Walker. 

Mr.  Henry  Johnstone. 

1796  Dr.  Thomas  Charles  Hope. 

Dr.  James  Buchan. 

1798  Mr.  James  Bryce. 

Dr.  John  Yule. 

Mr.  James  Anderson,  senr. 

1799  Mr.  James  Anderson,  junr. 

Dr.  Thomas  Spens. 

Dr.  Andrew  Duncan,  junr. 
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Mr.  John  Cheyne. 

Mr.  John  Herdman. 

Mr.  Charles  Anderson. 

1801  Dr.  William  Ward. 

1802  Mr.  Alexander  Gillespie. 

1807  Mr.  John  Wishart. 

1810  Dr.  Alexander  Wylie. 

1811  Dr.  John  Barclay. 

Dr.  George  Kellie. 

1815  Mr.  John  Young. 

Mr.  William  Newbigging. 

1816  Mr.  William  Wood. 

Mr.  John  Caird. 

Dr.  Henry  Dewar. 

1817  Dr.  John  Pursell. 

Dr.  Adam  Hunter. 

Dr.  John  Aitken. 

1819  Dr.  William  Ferguson. 

Dr.  James  Keith. 

Dr.  William  P.  Lauder. 

Dr.  Andrew  Kenney. 

1820  Dr.  William  Moncrieff. 

Dr.  James  Millar. 

1821  Dr.  Robert  Graham. 

Dr.  W.  P.  Alison. 

Dr.  G.  A.  Borthwick. 

Dr.  George  Ballingall. 

Dr.  Robert  Hamilton. 

1822  Dr.  Robert  Christison. 

Mr.  John  Macfarlan. 

1823  Dr.  William  Howison. 

1824  Dr.  Richard  Huie. 

Dr.  John  Thatcher. 

1825  Dr.  John  Macwhirter. 

1826  Dr.  Ebenezer  Gairdner. 

1827  Dr.  John  Campbell. 

Dr.  Richard  Maddock  Hawley. 
Dr.  Edward  Milligan. 

Dr.  William  Cullen. 

Dr.  James  Begbie. 

Dr.  James  S.  Combe. 

1829  Dr.  David  Maclagan. 

1831  Dr.  Richard  Poole. 

Dr.  Robert  Lewins. 
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1831  Dr.  James  Simson. 

1832  Dr.  William  Beilby. 

Dr.  John  Scott. 

Dr.  Samuel  A.  Pagan. 

1833  Dr.  Archibald  Inglis. 

Mr.  Alexander  Cockburn. 

1834  Dr.  John  H.  Peebles. 

Dr.  Jacob  D.  Hunter. 

Dr.  John  Smith. 

Dr.  P.  D.  Handyside. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Balfour. 

Dr.  Andrew  Anderson. 

1835  Mr.  William  Brown. 

Dr.  Charles  Ransford. 

Dr.  William  Sharpey. 

Dr.  Thomas  Henderson. 
Dr.  Andrew  White. 

1837  Dr.  Thomas  S.  Traill. 

Mr.  James  Syme. 

Dr.  Andrew  Fyfe. 

Dr.  Andrew  Wood. 

Dr.  David  Clark. 

Dr.  A.  D.  Maclagan. 

Mr.  George  H.  Bell. 

1838  Dr.  John  Home. 

Dr.  Robert  Omond. 

1840  Dr.  John  Dick. 

Mr.  James  Craig. 

Dr.  William  Dumbreck. 
Dr.  Alexander  J.  Lizars. 
Dr.  James  Duncan. 

Dr.  John  Reid. 

Dr.  William  Henderson. 
Dr.  James  Cowan. 

Dr.  James  Y.  Simpson. 

Dr.  William  Graham. 

1841  Dr.  Charles  Bell. 

Dr.  William  Seller. 

Dr.  George  Lund. 

Dr.  John  Coldstream. 

Dr.  William  M‘Kinnon. 

1842  Dr.  Alexander  Watson. 
Dr.  J.  Graham  Stuart. 
Dr.  Thomas  Inglis. 


60 


1842  Dr.  J.  R.  Cormack. 

Dr.  James  Dunsmure. 

Mr.  James  Miller. 

Mr.  James  Crighton. 

1843  Dr.  James  Andrew. 

Dr.  James  Marr. 

Dr.  R.  B.  Malcolm. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Forbes. 

Mr.  Richard  Smith. 

Mr.  Henry  Sanderson. 

1844  Dr.  George  Smyttan. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Bennett. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Douglas. 

Dr.  A.  D.  Campbell. 

Dr.  A.  Douglas. 

1845  Dr.  P.  S.  K.  Newbigging. 
Dr.  Alexander  Wood. 

Dr.  Archibald  Mackellar. 
Dr.  George  Keith. 

Dr.  James  Cornwall. 

1846  Mr.  Henry  Marshall. 

Dr.  John  G.  M.  Burt. 

Dr.  Alex.  Peddie. 

Dr.  Alex.  Jackson. 

Mr.  D.  M.  Moir. 

Dr.  James  Robertson. 

1847  Dr.  John  Taylor. 

Dr.  William  Robertson. 

1848  Dr.  Warden. 

Dr.  Brown. 

Dr.  Murdoch. 

Dr.  Wright. 

1849  Dr.  Robert  Paterson. 

Dr.  John  Moir. 

Dr.  T.  Graham  Weir. 

Dr.  William  Scott. 

1850  Mr.  Benjamin  Bell. 

Dr.  Richard  Mackenzie. 
Dr.  George  Balfour. 

1851  Dr.  James  Johnston. 

Dr.  William  Low. 

Dr.  J  ames  D.  Gillespie. 

1852  Dr.  Cumming. 

Dr.  William  T.  Gairdner. 
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1852  Dr.  J.  Matthews  Duncan. 

Dr.  Lucas. 

Dr.  Pattison. 

Dr.  John  Struthers. 

Mr.  James  Spence. 

Dr.  Alex.  Keiller. 

1853  Dr.  Wise. 

Dr.  D.  Rutherford  Haldane. 

1854  Dr.  Robert  Crawford. 

Mr.  John  Scott. 

Dr.  John  M.  Strachan. 

Dr.  James  A.  Hunter. 

Dr.  William  R.  Sanders. 

Mr.  David  Greig. 

Dr.  Samuel  Somerville. 

1855  Dr.  Andrew  Dewar,  junr. 

Dr.  Henry  D.  Littlejohn. 

Dr.  William  Brown. 

1856  Mr.  Joseph  Lister. 

Dr.  Laurence  Thomson. 
Professor  Laycock. 

Dr.  Charles  Wilson. 

1857  Dr.  James  Warburton  Begbie. 
Dr.  William  Main. 

Dr.  Patrick  Heron  Watson. 

1858  Dr.  William  Bryce. 

Mr.  Walker  Wallace. 

Dr.  Allen  Dalzell. 

Dr.  John  Ivor  Murray. 

1859  Dr.  Matthew  Combe. 

Mr.  Alex.  M.  Edwards. 

Dr.  Fowler. 

Mr.  Peter  Gordon. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Junor. 

1860  Dr.  Stephen  Scott. 

Dr.  Scoresby  Jackson. 

1861  Mr.  W.  A.  F.  Browne. 

Dr.  J.  Louttit. 

Dr.  William  Finlay. 

1862  Dr.  John  Smith. 

Dr.  Thomas  Howden. 

1865  Professor  Harvey. 

Mr.  James  Bruce  Thomson. 
Dr.  Grainger  Stewart. 
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1865  Dr.  Cairns. 

1866  Dr.  Matthew  J.  Turnbull. 
Mr.  Alex.  Brown. 

Dr.  Peel  Ritchie. 

Dr.  Angus  Macdonald. 

1867  Dr.  Joseph  Bell. 

Dr.  Argyll  Robertson. 

Dr.  James  Struthers. 

Dr.  Crum  Brown. 

Dr.  Thomas  Sheriff. 

1868  Dr.  Alex.  Gordon  Miller. 
Dr.  R.  J.  Blair  Cunynghame. 

1871  Professor  William  Turner. 
Dr.  Arthur  Mitchell. 

Dr.  William  S.  Irvine. 

Dr.  Strachan,  junr. 

1872  Dr.  Thomas  Hardie. 

Dr.  Claud  Muirhead. 

Dr.  Andrew. 

Dr.  James  Young. 

Professor  Annandale. 
Professor  Chiene. 

Dr.  Cadell. 

Dr.  James  Dunsmure,  junr. 
Dr.  Bell  Pettigrew. 

Mr.  Peter  Brotherston. 

Dr.  Anderson. 

Dr.  Jeffrey. 

Dr.  Macdougall. 

Mr.  John  Connel. 

1873  Dr.  Mackenzie. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Balfour. 

Dr.  Ballantyne. 

Dr.  Kirk  Duncanson. 

Dr.  Underhill. 

Dr.  J.  R.  Hardie. 
Surgeon-Major  Fasson. 

Dr.  Walker. 

1874  Dr.  Alex.  L.  Bogle. 

Dr.  J.  Batty  Tuke. 

Dr.  James  Carmichael. 

Dr.  David  Christison. 

Dr.  James  Cumming. 

Dr.  John  G.  McKendrick. 
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1875 


1876 


1877 


1878 


Dr.  William  Craig. 

Dr.  William  Stephenson. 

Dr.  Clouston. 

Dr.  Blair. 

Dr.  Sanderson,  junr. 

Dr.  A.  Montgomerie  Bell. 

Professor  Rutherford. 

Dr.  Brackenridge. 

Dr.  Wyllie. 

Dr.  William  Gordon. 

Dr.  Smart. 

Dr.  Taylor. 

Dr.  Halliday  Croom. 

Dr.  Moinet. 

Dr.  Coghill. 

Dr.  Paxton. 

Dr.  Macrae. 

Dr.  James. 

Dr.  Robert  Spence. 

Dr.  Wm.  Goldie. 

Dr.  Crombie. 

Dr.  James  Gordon. 

Dr.  Thomas  Keith. 

Dr.  Joseph  J.  Brown. 

Dr.  Archibald. 

Dr.  P.  A.  Young. 

Dr.  John  Playfair. 

Dr.  James  Sidey. 

Dr.  James  Foulis. 

Dr.  Alex.  J.  Sinclair. 

Dr.  O.  H.  Garland. 

Dr.  P.  Hume  Maclaren. 

Dr.  Robert  C.  M‘Watt. 

Mr.  William  Maclaren. 

Dr.  William  Martin. 

Dr.  Lowe. 

Mr.  John  S.  Muir. 

Dr.  William  H.  Murray. 

Dr.  George  A.  Paterson. 
Deputy-Surgeon-General  Andrew  Fleming. 
Dr.  Johnstone. 

Dr.  Cox. 

Dr.  Bentley. 

Dr.  Lockie. 
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1878  Dr.  R.  Farquharson. 

Dr.  Somerville. 

Dr.  Alex.  Thom. 

Dr.  Alexander  James. 

1879  Henry  Hay. 

Dr.  Hamilton. 

Dr.  Meikle. 

Dr.  Stirling. 

Dr.  Thomas  Inglis. 

Dr.  Thomas  Anderson. 

Mr.  Henry  Newcombe. 

Dr.  James  C.  Renton. 

Rev.  Francis  Belcombe,  Honorary  Member. 

1880  Dr.  Byrom  Bramwell. 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Thatcher. 

Dr.  Mackie,  junr. 

Dr.  Lorraine. 

1881  Dr.  James  D.  Maclaren. 

Dr.  Patrick  M.  Murray. 

Dr.  Wm.  A.  Finlay. 

Dr.  William  A.  Jamieson. 

Dr.  James  Turnbull. 

Mr.  J.  Jamieson. 

Dr.  David  Berry  Hart. 
Deputy-Surgeon-General  James  Leitch. 

Dr.  David  Menzies. 

1882  Dr.  George  T.  Beatson. 

Dr.  George  C.  Johnstone. 

Dr.  John  Linton. 

Dr.  Charles  Parker. 

Dr.  Russell  E.  Wood. 

1883  Dr.  Alexander  Matthew. 

Dr.  Donald  P.  Stewart. 

Dr.  William  Haldane. 

Mr.  Duncan  MacMillan. 

Dr.  Alexander  Fergusson. 

Dr.  G.  H.  Melville  Dunlop. 

Dr.  George  Hunter. 

Dr.  John  Boyd. 

1884  Mr.  John  Kello. 

Mr.  John  Archibald. 

1885  Sir  Alex.  Christison,  Bart. 

Dr.  George  Dickson. 

Dr.  John  B.  Buist. 
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1885 


1886 


1887 


1888 


1889 


1890 


Dr.  P.  M‘Bride. 

Mr.  J.  Murdoch  Brown. 

Mr.  J.  Maxwell  Ross. 

Dr.  John  Paxton. 

Mr.  John  Macdonald  Brown. 

Dr.  J.  Graham  Brown. 

Mr.  J.  Batty  Tuke,  junr. 

Mr.  Thomas  Rutherford. 

Mr.  Alexander  Mackenzie. 

Dr.  James  W.  Miller. 

Dr.  Robert  Moodie. 

Dr.  James  C.  Howden. 

Dr.  James  Livingston. 

Dr.  Johnstone  Macfie. 

Dr.  John  W.  Moir. 

Dr.  George  Dods. 

Dr.  Macdonald. 

Dr.  Garnet  Wilson. 

Professor  Alex.  Dickson. 

Professor  Cunningham. 

Dr.  James  Rutherford. 

Dr.  James  Ritchie. 

Dr.  Yellowlees. 

Surgeon-Major  J.  B.  Black. 

Dr.  Henry  A.  Thomson. 
Deputy-Surgeon-General  Andrew  Semple. 
Dr.  John  Allison. 

Mr.  Francis  M.  Caird. 

Mr.  James  W.  B.  Hodsdon. 

Mr.  Walter  Scott  Lang. 

Dr.  Andrew'  Balfour. 

Dr.  John  Constable. 

Dr.  Adam  R.  Turnbull. 

Mr.  David  Wallace. 

Professor  Arthur  W.  Hare. 

Dr.  George  Henderson. 

Dr.  Robert  Mackenzie. 

Dr.  Charles  J.  Lewis. 

Professor  A.  Melville  Paterson. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Dunlop. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Peddie. 

Dr.  Thomas  William  M‘Dowall. 

Dr.  Alfred  Hughes. 

Dr.  Robert  Walker. 
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1890 

1891 


1892 


1893 


1894 


1895 


I 


1897 


Professor  J.  Cossar  Ewart. 

Dr.  John  H.  Balfour. 

Mr.  John  Shaw  M'Laren. 

Dr.  George  A.  Gibson. 

Dr.  A.  Lockhart  Gillespie. 

Dr.  Alex.  Patterson. 

Dr.  A.  L.  S.  Tuke. 

Dr.  James  T.  Donald. 

Dr.  John  Kirkwood. 

Dr.  Robert  Thin. 

Dr  H.  Harvey  Littlejohn. 

Dr.  A.  S.  Cumming. 

Dr.  Jas.  Haig  Ferguson. 

Dr.  Ralph  Stockman. 

Dr.  James  MacGregor,  Hon.  Member  and 
Chaplain . 

Dr.  Henry  W.  Laing. 

Professor  Greenfield. 

Dr.  Hutcheson. 

Dr.  Herbert  Littlejohn. 

Dr.  R.  W.  Philip. 

Dr.  T.  R.  Ronaldson. 

Dr.  R.  A.  Fleming. 

Dr.  George  P.  Boddie. 

Dr.  G.  Lovell  Gulland. 

Dr.  W.  D’Oyley  Grange. 

Dr.  Robert  Stewart. 

Dr.  J.  Rutherford  Morison. 

Dr.  J.  Thomson. 

Sir  James  Alexander  Russell. 

Dr.  Robert  Munro. 

Dr.  Robert  Kirk. 

Dr.  William  Guy. 

Dr.  Edward  Carmichael. 

Dr.  Norman  Walker. 

Dr.  William  Livingstone. 

Dr.  Alexander  R.  Urquhart. 

Dr.  John  R.  Black. 

Dr.  William  D.  Simmers. 

Dr.  Edward  F.  Armour. 

Dr.  Charles  E.  Douglas. 

Dr.  Archibald  Donald. 

Dr.  Thomas  Duddingston  Wilson. 

Dr.  Robert  T.  Ferguson. 


1898 


i899 


I9OO 


I9OI 


1902 


T9°3 

I9°4 


I9°5 

1906 


Dr.  Francis  D.  Boyd. 

Dr.  R.  Milne  Murray. 

Dr.  Claude  B.  Ker. 

Dr.  Hamilton  G.  Langwill. 
Dr.  James  Orr. 

Mr.  Alexander  Miles. 

Mr.  Theodore  Shennan. 

Dr.  Robert  Sinclair. 

Dr.  A.  A.  Matheson. 

Dr.  R.  S.  Aitchison. 

Dr.  T.  G.  Nasymth. 

Dr.  R.  O.  Adamson. 

Mr.  Ernest  G.  Fortune. 

Dr.  Harry  Rainy. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Dowden. 

Mr.  Harold  J.  Stiles. 

Colonel  W.  P.  Warburton. 

Dr.  A.  T.  Sloan. 

Dr.  Wm.  Macrae  Taylor. 

Dr.  John  Craig. 

Dr.  George  Taylor  Guild. 

Dr.  John  Mackay. 

Dr.  Robert  Lucas. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Sturrock. 

Dr.  J.  Boyd  Jamieson. 

Dr.  Wm.  Grant  Macpherson. 
Mr.  George  L.  Chiene. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Stuart. 

Dr.  Wm.  Graham  Campbell. 

Dr.  Charles  Templeman. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Ritchie. 

Dr.  Alex.  Dingwall  Fordyce. 
Dr.  Stuart  M‘Donald. 

Dr.  James  Martin  Beattie. 

Dr.  George  Lyon. 

Mr.  Thomas  Davey  Luke. 

Mr.  Henry  Wade. 

Dr.  John  Sutherland  Mackay. 
Dr.  David  Rorie. 

Mr.  George  Halley. 

Dr.  John  Eason. 

Dr.  Edwin  Bramwell. 

Mr.  Malcolm  Campbell. 

Dr.  John  Macmillan. 
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1906  Dr.  Daniel  G.  Marshall. 

Mr.  John  W.  Struthers. 

Dr.  David  Elliot  Dickson. 

Dr.  Wm.  Butterworth  MacTier. 
Dr.  Landel  Rose  Oswald. 

Dr.  Jno.  Mearns  Taylor. 

1907  Dr.  David  Halliday  Croom. 

Dr.  R.  W.  Johnstone. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Simla  Patterson. 

Dr.  John  Aitken. 

Dr.  William  Craig. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Porter. 

1908  Dr.  W.  G.  Aitchison  Robertson. 
Dr.  Angus  MacGillivray. 

Dr.  A.  Leslie  Curror. 

Dr.  Wm.  Emslie  Henderson. 

Dr.  James  Ritchie. 

Dr.  J.  Lamond  Lackie. 

1909  Dr.  James  Hunter. 

Professor  George  M.  Robertson. 

1910  Dr.  Arthur  Beveridge. 

Dr.  James  E.  Moorhouse. 

1911  Dr.  Thomas  F.  Dewar. 

Dr.  Wm.  Fordyce. 

Dr.  G.  F.  Barbour  Simpson. 

1912  Dr.  Samuel  Davidson. 

Dr.  George  Mackay. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Frost. 

Dr.  Neil  T.  Kerr. 

Dr.  T.  Kennedy  Dalziel. 

Dr.  H.  Oliphant  Nicholson. 

Dr.  George  M'Intosh. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Sir  Joseph  Fayrer. 
Dr.  David  Huskie. 

Dr.  John  Keay. 

1913  Dr.  C.  J.  Dixon. 

Dr.  A.  Stewart  Gordon. 

Dr.  John  Nicholson. 

Professor  J.  Lorrain  Smith. 

Dr.  R.  Cranston  Low. 

Dr.  Hamilton  C.  Marr. 

1914  Dr.  T.  Y.  Finlay. 

Dr.  A.  G.  Ritchie. 

Dr.  C.  Mowbray  Pearson. 
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1919  Dr.  H.  Yellowlees. 

Colonel  C.  Smith. 
Surgeon-Lieutenant  Brown 
Dr.  A.  Goodall. 

1920  Dr.  Walker. 

1921  Dr.  Lewis  Bruce. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Alexander. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Flett. 

Dr.  A.  Fergus  Hewat. 

Dr.  FL  S.  Davidson. 

Dr.  James  Young. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Fowler. 

1922  No  meeting. 

1923  17  neophytes.  (No  record 

1924  Dr.  Torrance  Thomson 
Dr.  Shepheard-Walwyn. 
Dr.  A.  Murray  Wood. 

Dr.  A.  M.  MTntosh. 

Dr.  A.  T.  Sloan. 

Professor  J.  C.  Meakins. 
Mr.  Farquhar  Macrae. 

1925  No  record. 

1926  Dr.  Rutherford  Macphail 
Dr.  J.  S.  Muir. 

Mr.  J.  J.  M.  Shaw. 

Mr.  K.  Paterson  Brown. 
Mr.  E.  C.  Fahmy. 

Dr.  D.  C.  Dickson. 

Dr.  D.  M.  Morison. 

Dr.  John  Bowie. 

Dr.  T.  Martin. 

Dr.  P.  J.  M‘Diarmid. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Thomson. 

Colonel  Lelean. 

Professor  T.  J.  Mackie. 

Dr.  J.  K.  Slater. 

1927  Dr.  R.  W.  Craig. 

Dr.  F.  G.  Gibbs. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lamont 
Dr.  Chas.  Silvester. 

1928  Dr.  J.  B.  Simpson. 

Dr.  F.  E.  Reynolds. 

Dr.  J.  D  Gunn. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Alexander. 
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1928 


T929 


1930 


1931 


Dr.  J.  D.  S.  Cameron. 

Dr.  A.  Rae  Gilchrist. 

Dr.  P.  Martin  Brodie. 

Dr.  D.  Melville  Dunlop. 

Dr.  Douglas  Nicholson. 

Dr.  David  S.  Middleton. 

Mr.  D.  Stewart  Middleton. 
Dr.  G.  M.  Brown. 

Dr.  C.  D.  Bruce. 

Dr.  A.  Johnstone  Brown. 

Dr.  G.  J.  Linklater. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Comrie. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Annan. 

Dr.  Robert  Lees. 

Dr.  John  Green. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Benson. 

Dr.  Hume  Cuthbert. 

Dr.  H.  V.  Thwaites. 

Dr.  G.  L.  Malcolm-Smith. 

Dr.  C.  Kelman  Robertson. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Stewart. 

Dr.  W.  Duncanson  Chambers. 
Professor  Sydney  Smith. 

Dr.  J.  H.  C.  Orr. 

Colonel  J.  Cunningham. 

Dr.  John  Sturrock. 

Dr.  C.  D.  Kennedy. 

Dr.  Edwin  Robertson. 

Mr.  Bruce  M.  Dick. 

Dr.  Donald  Jack. 

Dr.  F.  M‘Ewen  Sinclair. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Cameron. 

Mr.  T.  M‘W.  Millar. 

Dr.  Douglas  Radford. 

Dr.  R.  C.  Scott  Dow. 

Dr.  J.  Readdie. 

Dr.  James  Irvine. 

Dr.  C.  E.  Scott. 

Dr.  Stanley  Davidson. 

Dr.  James  Davidson. 

Dr.  Donald  Stewart. 

Mr.  R.  Leslie  Stewart. 

Dr.  G.  H.  Percival. 

Dr.  R.  M.  Murray  Lyon. 
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1932 


Dr.  W.  F.  G.  Radford. 
Dr.  N.  P.  Fairfax. 

Dr.  J.  Hamilton  Hume. 
Dr.  A.  D.  Turnbull. 

Dr.  A.  Simpson. 

Dr.  S.  G.  Davidson. 

Dr.  T.  D.  Kennedy. 

Dr.  Matthew  J.  Gibson. 
Dr.  D.  M.  Morison. 

Dr.  I.  G.  W.  Hill. 


CHRONOLOGICAL  LIST  OF  SECRETARIES 


1782-1828 

Dr. 

Andrew  Duncan. 

1783-1795 

Dr. 

Charles  Webster. 

1795-1814 

Mr.  John  Bell. 

1814-1825 

Mr. 

James  Bryce. 

1828-1849 

Dr. 

Huie. 

1829-1834 

Dr. 

Moncrieff. 

1834-1837 

Dr. 

Poole. 

1837-1849 

Dr. 

Handyside. 

1849-1871 

Dr. 

Omond. 

1849-1858 

Dr. 

Bennett. 

1858-1869 

Dr. 

Seller. 

1869-1892 

Dr. 

Gillespie. 

1871-1881 

Professor  Sanders. 

1881-1903 

Dr. 

Crum  Brown. 

1892-1903 

Dr. 

Cadell. 

1903-1922 

Dr. 

F.  D.  Boyd. 

I9°3~I933 

Mr. 

J.  W.  Dowden. 

1922-1927 

Dr. 

Halliday  Croom. 

1 927_1 93  3 

Dr. 

Watson  Wemyss. 
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No  record  of  the  Date  of  Admission  of  the 
following  Members  exists : 


Brown,  H.  Hilton. 
Carmichael,  N.  S. 
Carmichael,  A.  N.  S. 
Carruthers,  G. 
Darling,  J.  M. 
Duncan,  J.  A.  H. 
Fisher,  E.  F. 

Fraser,  J. 

Gardiner,  W.  T. 
Graham,  J.  M. 

Greig,  E.  D.  W. 
Guthrie,  Douglas. 
Haultain,  W.  F.  T. 
SlMSON,  G.  SlMSON. 
Jardine,  F.  E. 

Lambie,  C.  G. 

Large,  S.  D. 

Leckie,  J.  P. 

Lees,  David. 

McNeil,  C. 

Matthew,  Edwin. 
Mathewson,  G.  D. 
Mercer,  W. 

Miller,  Douglas. 


Newton,  R.  H.  H. 
Porter,  F. 

Price,  E.  G.  C. 
Sinclair,  A.  H.  H. 
Smith,  A.  Nimmo. 
Traquair,  H.  M. 
Turner,  A.  Logan. 
Wilkie,  D.  P.  D. 
Wood,  W.  Q. 

Young,  John. 
Anderson,  A.  Greig. 
Binnie,  J.  J.  R. 
Campbell,  R.  B. 
Colman,  H.  C. 
Hartley,  J.  N.  J. 
Johnstone,  J.  M. 
Macdonald,  J. 
Mallace,  A.  C. 
Martine,  W.  R. 
Muirhead,  A.  J. 
Robarts,  H.  D. 
Sinclair,  T.  M. 
Walker,  A.  S. 
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